Changes to Ongoing Platform

1. Amend the opening paragraph in the Business and Community Development category as follows:  “We believe American business in cooperation with working men and women can create economic prosperity.  We believe the role of government is to encourage and regulate business in order to create economic opportunity for all.”  (Current wording: “We believe American business, properly encouraged and regulated, can bring economic prosperity to all, but if it does not, we believe government should take appropriate actions to bring about that prosperity.”)

2. Amend the Discrimination plank in Civil, Human and Constitutional Rights to read “We Oppose Discrimination against any person on the basis of race, creed, religion, immigration status, sex, sexual or affectational orientation, HIV status, gender identity or expression, marital or homemaker status, disability or age. (Adding gender identity or expression.)

3. Amend the Education plank, “We support a broad curriculum of liberal arts, technology and social issues” to read, “We support a broad curriculum of liberal arts, technology, social issues, vocational, and physical education.”

Action Agenda: Agriculture and Food

6. Support implementing state and federal incentives and legislation to promote local foods which strengthen local economies, improve nutrition, reduce energy use, promote sustainable agriculture practices (including organic farming), and implement environmental safeguards to protect Minnesota’s water resource.

9. Support family farms and eliminate corporate farm subsidies, suspend all direct and guaranteed loans for the largest feedlots (Concentrated Animal Feeding Operations exceeding 1000 animal units), ban packer ownership of livestock, and maintain the requirement that the largest feedlots must have a federal (National Pollution Discharge Elimination System) permit to protect the public waters of the state and nation.

Action Agenda: Business and Community Development

13. Support funding to make high-speed internet service available to all areas of Minnesota within two years.

14. State of Minnesota should encourage bioscience, green technology, high tech, medical and research businesses to expand and/or locate in our state.

15. State of Minnesota provides financial incentives and tax breaks to revitalize small businesses and create jobs in small towns.

16. At state and federal level, fund the small business loan program to assist small businesses that are willing to hire or retain employees.

Action Agenda: Civil, Human and Constitutional Rights

17. Support efforts to ensure the safety of all Minnesota students and promote healthy, respectful learning environments in Minnesota schools that are free of harassment and violence, including but not limited to actual or perceived race, color, creed, religion, national origin, sex, marital status, disability, socioeconomic status, sexual orientation, gender identity and expression, age and physical characteristics, and association with a person or group with one or more of these perceived characteristics.

19. Support inclusion of gender equality in Minnesota Constitution

20. Support legislation to legalize gay marriage in Minnesota

23. Support legislation that eliminates the legal status of personhood to corporations in matters of all governing and that prohibits the expenditure of money by corporations, directly or indirectly, meant to affect the outcome of an election.

25. Support the ratification of the resolution by United Nations convention to end all forms of discrimination against women (CEDAW), and passage of the International Violence Against Women Act.

Action Agenda: Consumer Issues

26. All imported foods, manufactured items and pharmaceuticals should be subjected to the same FDA standards that American companies adhere to.

27. Support legislation that cracks down on predatory lending and other mortgage fraud, provides remedies for borrowers to prevent foreclosures, and protects the rights of tenants living in foreclosed properties.

28. Support federal reform of the Toxic Substance Control Act ensuring that the safety of chemicals are tested before they are used in consumer products; chemical manufacturers be required to provide information regarding health effects and environmental impact of their products; and health standards are applied to protect society’s most vulnerable.

30. Support legislation separating commercial banking from investment banking, and re-enacting the Glass-Steagall Act (the repealed act that formerly maintained separation of banking functions).

31. Support stronger enforcement of anti-trust laws.

Action Agenda: Education

33. The state’s investment in public education, including funding special education mandates, align with actual costs for all students to reach proficiency, and dollars to meet those costs be equitably distributed based upon a rational, statewide funding formula--not property taxes.

35. Support legislation to close the achievement gap, including funding for a loan forgiveness program for teachers in the highest needs schools.
36. Support funding of the University of Minnesota and MN State Colleges and Universities (MnSCU) at a minimum of 67% of instructional service costs to include inflation, improvements, and academic access for the purpose of keeping tuitions affordable.

37. Provide increased federal assistance for student aid including reduced interest rates on student loans, increased college tuition tax deductions, increased Pell grants, programs to work off educational debt through public service, and increased funding for Upward Bound, Talent Search and Student Support Services (TRIO) to help disadvantaged and first generation students attend college.

Action Agenda: Energy

40. Support Minnesota’s focus on renewable energy of wind, solar and bio energy fuels through: financially encouraging businesses that research, develop and manufacture renewable energy products in the state; providing permanent tax credits for renewable energy projects; ensuring fair renewable energy feed-in tariff programs; and developing and construction of energy grids to handle the new energies.

41. Support community based renewable energy development policy that advances a priority for community owned energy with accelerated access to interconnect on the grid, and specifies renewable energy as a priority energy source during times of curtailment.

42. Support state building codes that require clean energy technology, and improved energy efficiency.

Action Agenda: Government Accountability to the Public

46. Minnesota restricts and limits the Governor's power to unallot.

Action Agenda: Health and Human Services

50. Work to enact a universal, single payer health plan on the federal level and the single payer Minnesota Health Act at the state level.

54. Provide equitable funding for all Minnesota hospitals in order to protect rural hospitals.

57. Increase funding for the continuum of services needed for Minnesota’s homeless children and youth, including changes in child welfare, foster care, corrections and mental health systems that ensure all Minnesota’s children and youth have safe, stable homes and the opportunity to thrive in the community.

60. Support government funding of stem cell research.

Action Agenda: Labor and Employment

62. Support passage in Congress of the Employee Free Choice Act to ensure that workers who wish to form and join unions have the freedom to do so without the fear of employer retaliation. Oppose all efforts to make it harder for workers to organize, and work to eliminate or abolish the “Right to Work” laws currently in effect in many states. 

63. Maintain funding for federal and state dislocated worker programs and continue extension of unemployment benefits.

64. Support state legislation that prohibits state agencies from contracting with companies that outsource work and job opportunities to other countries, and the removal of any tax credits and / or reductions for companies that “off-shore” their employees.

Action Agenda: National Security and International Policy

Action Agenda: Natural Resources and the Environment

75. Support enforcement of the Clean Air, Water, and Clean Drinking Water Acts and passage of legislation to restore the historic Clean Water Act protection

76.
Support increased funding and research to fight the spread of invasive species.

85. Support reduction strategies to minimize and eliminate pharmaceutical disposal to the sanitary sewers or landfills.

Action Agenda: Public Safety and Crime Prevention

87. Provide adequate funding for the judicial branch, the Board of Public Defenders, and the Court Administration in the state of Minnesota.

88. Support closing the gun show loophole and require background checks for all purchases of firearms.

Action Agenda: Retirement Security

91. Promote and support “Aging in Place,” so that MN seniors who can and want to remain in their homes can do so and that the MN legislature and Board on Aging increase awareness of these programs.

93. Lift income cap on Social Security taxes.

94. That Congress stop using Social Security funds for general budget and use the funds only to pay Social Security benefits and pay back funds previously borrowed.

Action Agenda: Tax and Budget Policy

95. Reinstate Political Contribution Refund. 

96. Minnesota adopt a progressive tax method that reflects the intent of financing state government with increased income taxes where the largest annual income earners pay at least the same percentage of their income as the middle class taxpayers in order to save vital public services that Minnesotans want and need.

98. Support tax breaks for businesses and individuals who invest and promote  green, sustainable and renewable energy systems.

100. Revise corporate tax laws to eliminate tax breaks that reward off-shoring; give tax incentives to companies that keep jobs in the U.S.

103. The budget will not be balanced by cuts to support services for vulnerable or disabled citizens.

Action Agenda: Transportation

105. Expand high-speed passenger rail by using existing corridors and rail lines and expand light rail to the suburbs.

Action Agenda: Veterans Affairs

106. State and local government to provide programs to assist returning veterans seeking employment.

110. Provide new GI Bill of Rights for veterans to cover post-secondary tuition and housing allowance.

