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CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS OF THE MINNESOTA DFL PARTY
(Last amended by the State Convention on 24 April®L0)

PREAMBLE

ARTICLE Il
SUBORDINATION

We, the members of the Democratic-Farmer-Labor

Party, in the State Convention assembled, in oier
organize and perpetuate a representative, effeatide
responsible party organization in the State of Msuta,
affiliate with and advance the interests of the Deratic
Party nationally, sustain and advance the prinsipk:
liberal democracy, and uphold human rights, cigihts
and constitutional government,
Constitution.

Bylaws to the Constitution of the Democratic-Farshabor Party of
Minnesota are intended to further define and erplla¢ operating
procedures of the party. They are organized in lighrto the
Constitution to make easier reference to the sjeaibrds of the
Constitution begin further defined, but this doesabsolutely limit
the application of the Bylaw to the specific pdrtlee Constitution
noted. The Bylaws can be added to or amended bgttie Central
Committee or State Convention as provided for iticke X of the
Constitution. Such changes can be made when negéssaprove
the operation of the party. It is not intended tbhanges in the
Bylaws shall alter principles of the party as setttf in the
Constitution.

ARTICLE |
NAME, MEMBERSHIP AND ELIGIBILITY FOR
PARTY OFFICE

Section 1. Name.
The name of this organization is the Democratic-
Farmer-Labor Party of Minnesota.

Section 2. Membership.
Membership in this party is open to all Minnesota
residents who support the principles of the Demazra

Section 1. Subordination.

The DFL Constitution and Bylaws are subordinate to
the United States Constitution.

All DFL party organizations other than the precinct
shall establish and adopt constitutions and bylaws
subordinate to and in compliance with the DFL

do establish thisConstitution and Bylaws.

ARTICLE Il
GENERAL RULES AND POLICY

Section 1. Affirmative Action.

The state party chair and other DFL party officrs
every level shall by affirmative steps encourageng
people, the elderly, women, the handicapped and
minority groups whether by race, ethnic groups, or
sexual preference, to attend the precinct caucdg<an
seek election as delegates, members of party coaawnit
and officers; inform all persons how to effectively
participate in the selection process; and encousdlye
Democrats to select affirmatively such individuatgen
voting, so that such groups shall be representelioin
delegations in committees, and in party offices in
reasonable proportion to their presence in the stat

Affirmative action shall provide a basis for review
and challenge of officers and delegations as Spe(dif
the Bylaws and printed in the Call to Convention.

Bylaw Affirmative action shall be explained at the preti
caucuses and any higher level conventions and seaticluded in
the DFL Call to Convention.

Bylaw Before each ballot of all contested electionsdblegates

Farmer-Labor Party of Minnesota. No person may Voteshaj be reminded of the affirmative action polafythe DFL Party.

on any motion, resolution, nomination or electibarsy

Bylaw All caucuses, conventions, committees and comaonissi

caucus, convention, meetings or conference of thehall be conducted in facilities accessible to pewfth disabilities.

Democratic-Farmer-Labor Party who is a member gf an
other political party.

Section 3. Eligibility for Party Office.

Braille, taped materials, disk or other electrofdacmats, or an
interpreter for persons with auditory disabiliteedanguage barriers
shall be provided if the state office is notifiedeast thirty days in
advance.

The State DFL Affirmative Action Commission shale b

Persons who meet the membership requirements gfsponsible for: (1) compiling a list of interpretein all eigh

Article 1, Section 2, are eligible for electionday party
office of a DFL party organization within the geographic
boundaries of where they reside, except as lintged
Article 111, Section 7. There shall be no age reguoient
for party office except as provided in Article ISection

1.

congressional districts; and (2) developing ansimgithe money for
a fund adequate to pay for interpreters necessatgrithis Article.

All DFL speakers forums, headquarters, and 75%oh®FL
organizing unit’s or congressional district’s fuahers shall be held
at accessible sites. Braille, taped materials, distither electronic
formats, or an interpreter for persons with augitdisabilities or
language barriers shall be provided for an eveheibrganizing unit
or congressional district chair or associate cisaiotified at least
thirty days in advance.

Accessible sites shall meet State Building Codairemqents,
including the following: Entry — level or rampedrface, wide door



opening, low threshold; Interior circulation — an@, elevator, or
platform lift shall connect different levels wheaetivities are helc;
Restroom — wide door opening, maneuvering roonf) geas in the
stall, sink with clearance underneath, grab baiderel control, lows
accessories. Any printed information, flyer, oritation regarding a
DFL activity shall contain one of the following &ments:
"Accessible Site": This means that all three ofdtieeria above have
been met. "Partially Accessible Site": Some ofdtiteria have been
met and people with disabilities should call for rmaspecific
information. The telephone number of a contactqets provide:
further information shall be provided on the praht@formation,
flyer, or invitation. "Site Is Not Accessible": neof the criteria have
been met.

The DFL State Affirmative Action Commission shathimtain &
list of resources available to implement this Bylaw
Bylaw  All organizing units and congressional distridesritified in
Article V and VI shall adopt an affirmative actiplan in accordance
with procedures adopted by the State Central Cotaenit

Section 2. The Platform.
Subsection A. Ongoing Platform.
The DFL ongoing platform is the declaration of

basic principles adopted by the State Convention fo

which the party stands. It represents the viewswaeds
of the people who align themselves with the party.

Subsection B. DFL Action Agenda.

The DFL Action Agenda contains the specific
positions adopted by each State Convention on irapir
state and national public policy issues which theyp
supports in order to enact the principles in thgaimg
platform. The DFL Action Agenda is effective uritie

next State Convention convenes, subject to any

modifications or additions adopted by the Statet@¢n

1. Additional Action Agenda items may be proposed btitpn
signed by at least 20 delegates to the State C&dramittee and
submitted to the State Commission on Platform asdds with a
copy to the State DFL Chair.

2. The Platform Commission shall edit and review thappsed
Action Agenda item and submit the revised propdsalny, and a
copy of the original petition, including the namafsthe original
signers, to the State DFL chair for inclusion ia tiotice of the next
State Central Committee meeting.

3. The Platform Commission shall present the propdsettbn
Agenda item to the State Central Committee atdtd meeting.

4. Any proposal may be removed from consideratioritheethe
Platform Commission or the State Central Commikteel at any
time prior to final approval by a two-thirds votethe petitioners.
5. No additional Action Agenda item shall be in oppiosi to the
ongoing platform.

6. An additional Action Agenda item shall be adoptgubni
receiving a 60% affirmative vote of those votingtbe issue at the
State Central Committee.

7. Additional Action Agenda items shall expire where thext:
State Convention convenes.

8. Additional Action Agenda items are eligible for lasion in
legislative priorities.

Section 3. Equal Gender Division.

Whenever any caucus, convention, or meeting elects
two or more of any of the following: delegates,
alternates, directors, committee members, their
alternates, commission members, their alternatés an
state level presidential electors; equal divisipgénder
shall apply, unless the election is uncontesteds Th
requirement shall apply to the entire delegatiod &n
individual subcaucuses.

Election of delegates and alternates shall not be
complete until the delegation and the indivicual

Committee between State Conventions pursuant to theubcaucuses are gender balanced. The convention cha

Bylaws.

Subsection C. Lower Level Resolutions.

Organizing unit and congressional district

conventions may pass resolutions relating to local

matters, but they shall not adopt platforms.

Subsection D. Accountability.

The ongoing platform is the crucial basis for the

party's endorsement of candidates for public office
should serve as the guide for action and accouityebi
for elected officials.

Subsection E. Adoption and Amendment.

shall be responsible for implementation of thisssimn
by lot.

Section 4. Convention and Committee Rules.

Subsection A. General Rules.

At all levels except the State Convention,
conventions may be called by the chair or by a nitgjo
of the Executive Committee.

Bylaw Reports of all caucuses and convention electioiis o
delegates and alternates to higher level convemtiorcommittees
shall be submitted within five (5) days after saiducus or
convention to the succeeding higher jurisdictiothatity.

Bylaw At congressional district conventions and orgagainit
conventions, delegates to pre-convention commitegethe next

The ongoing platform may be amended by the Statéigher level shall be elected at the conventidmydhe delegates and

Convention, and an Action Agenda item shall be &sthp
by the State Convention, by a 60% affirmative \aftall
ballots cast, including abstentions, but not ingigd
spoiled ballots.

Bylaw Additional Action Agenda items may be adopted as
follows:

alternates elected to the next higher level. If Sitate Convention
pre-convention committees are scheduled to meeordethe
congressional district convention, pre-conventioommittee
delegates and alternates, who must be state coonef@legates or
alternates, will be elected by the congressionatridt central
committee.

Bylaw The first order of business for all pre-convention
committees shall be the election of permanent cateenchair(s) and
the adoption of committee rules.



Bylaw A unit may explicitly restrict the power of theaihto call
conventions by requiring approval by specific patage of the unit
executive committee.

Bylaw Registration shall remain open at all conventiansl
adjournment.

Bylaw Delegates must be provided with both the old ae n
wording of any proposed constitutional change.

Bylaw No DFL Party caucus, convention, or endorsing
commission shall require a mandatory registratian A registration
fee is always voluntary and must be so stated.

Bylaw All DFL party organizations shall be required tpply
recycling bins at all official party functions.

Bylaw A person notin attendance may be elected ifttiwidual
submits a letter to the precinct caucus or conwenindicating a
willingness to serve as a delegate, alternate iy péicer.

Subsection B. Delegate Election Guidelines.
All delegates to any convention shall be electeakso

to allow for a fair proportion by age, race, gender o _
O]Bylaw Notification shall be made to alternates in thesaanner

candidate and issue preference. All members
organizing unit executive committees and congresdio

voters at a caucus which is to elect 10 delegatesconvention, a
group of 10 of those voters is large enough totéleown delegate
or to require that a proportional voting systemulsed which will
allow it to elect its own delegates.

Several voting methods provide the proportionakiyuired by
this rule. At precinct caucuses, Democratic Nati@umnmittee rules
allow voters to vote secretly.

The DFL Call to Convention as approved by the Staetra
Committee may outline specific procedures for rulbsch satisfy
the requirement of this Bylaw at the various péetels.

Subsection D. Alternate Delegates.

For each delegate elected to a DFL party convention
or the state central committee, an alternate dtdegial|
be elected. Alternates shall be seated as deleigates;
manner by which they are elected. An alternate nudy
be seated or removed while a ballot is in progress.

as prescribed for delegates.
Bylaw If possible, a delegate must be replaced by @nreite of

district and State Central and Executive Committee3he same candidate and/or issue preference. Atesrmall succeed
shall be elected so as to allow for the same fairto delegate status according to votes received(i&rapplicable)

proportions.

Bylaw Challenges may be made to delegations on the afatsis
Delegate Election Guidelines of the Constitutiorthié challengs
shows that either affirmative action guidelinesdetegate voting
system rules were violated in the election of takegation.

Subsection C. Proportional Representation.

within their subcaucus. If there are no alternatesilable within a
subcaucus, alternates will be raised by lot fronomgnthe highest
ranking alternates within the other subcaucusesh EBabcaucus will
be represented in the lot system in proportiontsodielegation
allocation strength.

Bylaw State Central Committee alternates shall be aleate
ranked. In the event of a permanent replacemenhitghest ranking
alternate of the same gender shall move up anépkged by
electing a person of the same gender as the névalded alternate

Proportional voting may be used in any election of that gender. In temporary upgrading, an altermat of the samre

where more than two individuals will be electedhe

same office. Whenever enough precinct caucus
convention, or committee members sufficient to tlec

one such office holder at any level of the partghnio
use a proportional system of voting, then proposdio
voting shall be used. A motion for proportional g
shall be in order any time before voting for detega
begins. The acceptable methods of proportionahgoti
shall be detailed in the Bylaws.

Bylaw The intent of the Proportional Representation mléhe
Constitution is to elect delegates and alternatehventions and
committees in a proportional way at every levehefparty. It is the
basic voting rule which makes the affirmative actiand the
Delegate Election Guidelines principles of Artillaneaningful and
possible.

A motion to use a proportional voting system mayriaele prior
to opening nominations for the election of delegafesuch a motion
is not made and passed prior to nominations, aaitkif nominations
are over, there are more nominees than delegat®pedo be filled,
the chair should ask, or it can be moved from tberf if the body
will use a majority voting system or a proportiomating system. A
motion for a proportional system passes and prapovbting must
be used if the motion is supported by a numberldqua more than
the number of voters with enough strength to eleetdelegate. The
number of voters with enough strength, as a grimuglect their own
delegate, shall be determined by dividing the nurobeelegates a
caucus or convention is to elect into the total bemof eligible
voters at that caucus or convention. For examplirere are 100

gender may be upgraded if no alternates of the ggender are
available.

Subsection E.
Delegates.

No delegate to a convention shall be instructed or
bound. Each delegate shall cast his/her vote
independently of the other members of his/her
delegation. No voting by proxy shall be permittedray
convention or meeting of any party organizationaAy
convention or meeting other than the precinct caesu
balloting (when called for) shall be open, andseatret,
but a written ballot may be called for by the chair
moved and then supported by one-third of the voting
body, provided the ballot is signed.

Instruction and Voting of

Bylaw No person shall be prevented from voting for fewer
candidates than the number of positions for whielsie is entitled

to vote.

Bylaw All ballots in electing officers or delegates miigt so
written by the person voting as to indicate eadividual candidate's
name. Ballots marked "slate" are invalid.

Subsection F. Contested Delegates.

All contested or challenged seats shall be dedigi=d
the convention at the level the challenge occurs,
according to the guidelines recommended by thee Stat



Central Committee. No delegate shall vote on aagainsta duly endorsed candidate. Nothing inByisw shall be
challenge brought to that delegate's seating. Eyrtto interpreted to prohibit recruitment of candidatéBhe Party may

- support, defend, or cooperate with a public offielacted with the
Se:ega:!onl Sha”t_VOte on a challenge brought td tha'Party's endorsement or nomination, or who caucustisthe Party
elegation’s seating.

in the body to which the official is elected, andaas such support,
defense or cooperation does not give the electidabfan unfair
advantage in seeking an endorsement or othervtesdgare with the
endorsement process.

Bylaw An instruction by a convention by a simple majoxibte
of the delegates that the central committee slulendorse will b2
effective through the general election unless otiser stated by the
convention, or unless the endorsed candidate vatisiror is
incapacitated.

Bylaw If a candidate who has been endorsed by a uttiedDFL

Subsection G. Annual Conventions.

A constitution of an organizing unit, as defined in
Article V, or of a congressional district may alldar
annual conventions. If the unit constitution allofes
annual conventions, those conventions shall dithéz=
business conducted for biennial conventions aewiali
Odd number years — elect the party officers of Ghai _ e .

. . . . Party gives personal endorsement, financial assistaor other
asgouate_ chair, secretary, treasurer a_nd . affiveati public support or public assistance to any candidatning against a
action officer, adopt or amend a constitution, a30p prL-endorsed candidate for any public office, ogages in any
resolutions and conduct informational and training other act of malfeasance or nonfeasance, the teotranittee of the
workshops; Even numbered years — elect remainingmit th_at endo_rsgd that candidate may revgk_e tdersement py a
party officers authorized by the constitution witre two-thirds major_lty vote of the membe_rs eligiblevimte, following

. - the procedures in the Bylaw under Article 111, Sext17.
exception of those listed for odd-numbered yeal
conventions, endorse a candidate for public office

. I Subsection I. Provisional Endorsement.
appropriate, adopt or amend a constitution, adopt

The Party may support or fund a candidate for an

resolutions for platform consideration, elect dalteg
and alternates to the next higher unit conventiod a
conduct such other business as may come before it.

Subsection H. Official DFL Endorsements.

Official DFL endorsement of a candidate for public
office requires a 60 percent affirmative vote abgé
delegates present and voting at the conventiorraian

committee, or commission making the endorsemedr, an

every ballot shall be a test of a quorum. No cotieer
central committee, or commission representing
geographical area less than the area competetgdn e
the public official may endorse a candidate. No imag
vote on an endorsement unless he/she is a resitide!
area in which that election will occur. An endorss
given before the primary is valid after the primany if
the candidate's name appears on the general electi
ballot. Official DFL endorsement for any endorskalk
terminate upon the swearing in for said office gptdor
purposes of Article VII, Sections 1(c), 2 and 7.

Bylaw The phrase "60 percent affirmative vote" meanstthhe
endorsed, a candidate must receive 60 perceneofdtes cast cn
that ballot, excluding blanks and abstentions. Phease "every
ballot shall be a test of a quorum™ means thdtdftbtal ballots cast
for, against, no endorsement, and abstentiondyd&iw the quorum
number, no endorsement takes place on that ballot.

Bylaw Units considering party endorsement for candidébes
public office shall use the general principles loé bngoing DFL
state platform as a criterion for bestowing saidogsement.

Bylaw Inthe event that a non-endorsed candidate iitinger of
a primary, a post-primary convention or central outtee meeting
may be called for the purpose of considering arossament. If
called, it must be held within eighteen (18) dafgerahe primary.
Bylaw The Minnesota DFL Party at all levels shall natvide
support and funds to candidates unless they ayeedidiorsed, or are
seeking an office without party designation and @oé running

a

office, other than a federal or state-wide offioe,a
calendar year when the office will not appear oa th
general election ballot if the endorsing jurisdiots
convention or central committee confers a proviaion
endorsement by a 90 percent vote at a meeting gyope
called with notice of intent to provisionally ender
The process of provisional endorsement is subject t
Subsection H, above. A provisional endorsement wil
expire on December 31st of the calendar year irchivhi
the provisional endorsement was given. The central
committee of the unit conferring a provisional
endorsement may terminate such endorsement at any
time by majority vote.

Subsection J. Limitations for Delegate Positions.

A party member endorsed and elected on a partisan
Dallot may be elected only as a delegate or alteroa
the State Central or Executive Committees as peal/id
for in Article VII, Section 2. Elected and endorsed
officials not elected under Article VII, SectiorsBall be:
entitled to floor privileges without vote at all Btengs.
Distinguished Party Leader Delegates who are didsga
at-large under Article VII, Section 1(b) may not be
elected as a delegate or alternate to the States@itian
under Article VII, Section 1(a).

Subsection K. Alternates and Visitors.
At all conventions, alternates and visitors must be
clearly separated from officially accredited delega

Bylaw Special floor passes shall be issued for an irt&ep or
other personal care assistant for any delegatpgnaded alterna:e
who submits a request to the credentials commit&gch persoris
may be seated in close proximity to the delegasdternate they are
assisting, but shall play no role in the convention



not fill a vacancy that occurs in the same caleyéar
Subsection L. Open Meetings. as, and before, the next regular election for dffiate.
That portion of any convention or other meeting tha If a vacancy occurs for delegate to any central
is endorsing a candidate for public office or isng a  committee, then the first alternate of the samelgeis
stand on a public ballot question, or that is @ébgcany  raised to delegate and a new last ranking alterisate
delegate, alternate, officer or other represergatitac elected by the central committee.
can vote on any such endorsement or stand, is topen
the public (including the print, video and elecin Subsection D. Vacancy of the Chair
media), subject to reasonable rules as to sedtouy, In the case of the vacancy of the chair, excefhteat
access and other administrative matters. Any othestate party level, the associate chair shall suttes!
meeting, or portion thereof, of any Party organgraat ~ person to office, and a new associate chair stell b
any level is likewise open unless (1) that meetioges  elected by the central committee.

its proceedings by a 2/3 vote for a stated reasof2) a. In the event of a vacancy in the position of State
member subject to dismissal for cause under Artitlza  Chair, the position of State Associate Chair shlath be
Section 17, opts for a closed hearing. declared vacant effective as of the time of thet&la of
a new State Chair. The incumbent State Associadér Ch
Section 5. Central Committee Rules. shall be eligible for election as State Chair, simal also
Subsection A. Meetings. be eligible for reelection as State Associate Cimatine

Central committees shall meet at least semi-annuall event the newly elected State Chair is not of #raes
Meetings may be called by the chair, or by written gender.
petition of a majority of the executive committee.

Section 6. Executive Committee Rules.

Subsection B. Endorsements. Subsection A. Meetings.

In the absence of any direction to the contraraby Executive committees shall meet at least quarterly.
convention or commission, a central committee mayMeetings may be called by the chair, or by written
endorse candidates between conventions cpetition of one-eighth of the members of the cortemrit
commissions. Every ballot shall be test of a quorum

Subsection B. Affirmative Action.

Bylaw The endorsing privilege extended to central conemst by Each executive committee shall be responsiblz for
the Constitution means that if a convention or esidg commission  affirmative action within its jurisdiction.

fails to make an endorsement, or does not act quossible
endorsement in its jurisdiction, and does not wiskendorsement to

be made, it must, by a simple majority vote, sdrircd its central Subsection C. Vacancies.

committee before it adjourns. Any officer or director of an executive committee
who shall have three consecutive unexcused absences
Subsection C. Filling Vacancies. from executive committee meetings, if notified afteo

Each central committee is responsible for declaringabsences, shall be considered as resigned, and the
vacancies in its membership elected at its govgrnin position shall be declared vacant.
convention. A vacancy occurs for the following i@as

position not being filled by the governing convent Section 7. Party Officer Rules.

resignation, death, change of residence to a jatied Subsection A. Party Officers.

other than the one from which he/she was elected, 0  Party officers are chair, associate chair, segretar
dismissal for cause. treasurer, affirmative action officer and any otparty

A majority vote is sufficient to declare a vacaricy, officers as may be specified in the constitutiohBl6L
although no such declaration is necessary if tisitipa party organizations. Organizing unit and congressd o
was not filled by the governing convention. Thetcain  district officers shall include at least eleven )(11
committee may fill such vacancy only at a meetingdirectors.

properly called with notice of intent to elect. Acancy Party officials are all members and their altersafz
may be filled at the meeting at which the vacargy i all party central and executive committees.
declared, but only if the notice for that meetingludec! Officers and officials take office at the adjourmtie

the intent to elect to fill that vacancy. Only tkos of the convention or meeting at which they weretele.

vacancies specified in the meeting notice maylleelfat ~ All party officers elected at organizing unit,

the meeting. Vacancies shall be filled within 12@slof ~ congressional and state conventions shall be offiof

their occurrence, except that a central commitessdn their respective executive committees and central
committees.



Associate chairs shall be of different gender ftben
chairs.

Subsection D. Disposition of Party Records.
Upon leaving office, a party officer shall turn ove

The order of temporary succession of officers shallall party records, books and properties to his/her

be: chair, associate chair, secretary, treasufiemative
action officer and members of the executive conaeitt
in the order listed on the report of the conventiwn
commission electing them.

Bylaw Failure of any party officer to perform the duteescribed
by governing constitutions or bylaws shall constitnon-feasance
and shall be cause for removal from office.

Bylaw Personal endorsement, financial assistance or siipgor:
or assistance by a party officer or official toandidate running in
opposition to an endorsed DFL candidate shall ciomet
malfeasance and shall be cause for removal froroeoff

Bylaw The State DFL Party shall train the chairs, asdedaihairs
and treasurers of all party units. This traininglsinclude, but not be
limited to, training in how to comply with the law®gulations and
reporting requirements of all electoral jurisdici$o e.g., the Federal
Elections Commission and the State Campaign FinandePublic
Disclosure Board. This training shall be conducedn annual basis
so that all party officers responsible for the paraffairs can comply
with the aforesaid laws, regulations and reportaguirements.
Bylaw No individual may cast more than one vote on ailpbor
issue. At any meeting, conference or conventionndividual who
is eligible to vote in more than one capacity shedister in the
capacity that maximizes the total number of volted tan be cast.

Subsection B. Limitation for Party Office.

No individual serving in an office filled by paréis
ballot or as an elected salaried official of a @fythe
first class or of a county containing a city of tirst
class may serve as a party officer, except as gaéub
by Article VII, Section 2. Party officers must beeed
according to the gender
Constitution. No individual who is a candidate for
serving in an elected public office filled by balkhall
be eligible for the party positions of state claistate:
associate chair.

Subsection C. Limitations on Activities.

successor or to the convention or central committee
charged with electing her/his successor.

Bylaw Party officers at all levels shall be responsfbtekeeping
minutes, transactions, treasury accounts, memigerskters, and
other appropriate records of DFL meetings, and sembrds shall be
available for examination to any member of the CHrty upon
request at a reasonable time after reasonableenoéithen the law
requires that any financial or other informationsnbe publicly
reported, then compliance with the law satisfiés lylaw, and the
responsible officer need not compile or disclosepihblicly reported
information any earlier or in any other manner ttranlaw requires.

Section 8. Notices.

Subsection A. Conventions.

Written notice of the date, time and place of a
convention or special endorsing commission shall be
mailed or presented to all delegates and altertatasy
convention or endorsing commission other than thgeS
Convention at least ten days before the date of the
convention or commission meeting.

The State Chair shall notify the State Converition
delegates and alternates of the time, place aedéie
State Convention and any other pertinent infornmatio
Such notice shall be mailed to each delegate and
alternate at least 20 days before the convention.

Subsection B. All Other Meetings.
Notice of all other meetings, specifying time, date

requirements  of thisand place, including specifically notice of intemelect,

shall be mailed or presented to all members of the
committee not less than 10 days in advance of the
meeting, except that such notice may be providdd no
less than 72 hours in advance of the meeting drylyy
telephone, personal delivery, express mail, orathgr
method, with guaranteed arrival at least 72 honrs i

The State DFL chair and associate chair and paig@dvance.

employees of the State DFL Party shall refrain from
endorsing or promoting the endorsement of candsdate:

prior to their official endorsement by the apprapei
party organization. The chair and associate dfaach

other party unit shall refrain from endorsing or

Section 9. Quorum.

The State Executive Committee quorum shall be a
majority.

The State Central Committee quorum shall be a

promoting the endorsement of candidates in thetypa majority of the delegates registered and one-iittie

unit or any lower-level unit prior to the official

endorsement by the appropriate party organization.

Nothing in this provision shall be interpreted tolmbit

organizing units represented.
The State Convention quorum shall be the number of
delegates sufficient to cast a majority of voteshat

recruitment of candidates. The State DFL chair andconvention. . _ _
associate chair and paid employees of the State DFL A quorum of all other conventions, including
Party shall support only candidates endorsed by th&ndorsing commissions shall be a majority of those

appropriate party organization.

registered at the convention. A unit may set a drigh
quorum in its constitution.

At all other levels, the minimum quorum shall be
20% for the transaction of business by the ceinal



executive committees, unless that level’s con#bitut
establishes a higher quorum.

In all cases, persons serving solely as a result of
being elected to a position by a higher level Phagty
shall not be counted in determining the numberiregu
for a quorum or whether a quorum is present at a
meeting.

Section 10. Electronic Meetings.

Subject to the provisions of this Constitution and
Bylaws, and according to the governing documents of
any party unit, electronic meetings may be condlitie
act on matters when time, weather or special
circumstances do not permit a regular meeting.

Section 11. DFL Party Candidates Average Vote.
The term DFL Party Candidates Average Votz as
used in this Constitution refers to a specific falarused
in the allocation of delegates and is defined gidgiin

commission, or central committee having
jurisdiction, the caucus may not support or
spend money for any candidate running in
opposition to an endorsed DFL candidate;

c. provide that the caucus will not take a public
position contrary to the DFL Ongoing Platform
and Action Agenda. This provision does not
preclude advocating for change within the DFL
Party, and does not preclude taking a public
stand that does not contradict the Platform;

d. have been approved by the Constitution &
Bylaws Commission; and

e. provide for their amendment only with the
approval of the State Central Committee or the
Constitution & Bylaws Commission.

A Constituency Caucus’s governing documents shall

be subordinate to the Party’s constitution, bylaws,

call, and action taken under their authority.

Subsection B. Reports.

the Bylaws. Each caucus chartered under Subsection A must
annually file with the State DFL Secretary, thet&ta
Bylaw The DFL Candidates Average Vote is calculatechking DFL Executive Director, the Constitution & Bylaws

the sum of votes cast in the two most recent gémedzations for
DFL candidates in the five highest ranking offi¢as listed below)
and dividing by five. The ranking of the offices this purpose shaill

Commission, or their designee, a report on itsemrr
officers, number of members, copy of current bylaws

be President, U.S. Senator, Governor and Lieute@Gavernor, and activities. If any such caucus has not filegjert in
Attorney General, Secretary of State, and Statetéud the past 15 months, then the State DFL Secretast mu

remind the caucus in writing about this requirement

Section 12. Inter-District Delegate
Apportionment.

When an organizing unit is split geographically
between congressional districts, State Convention
delegates shall be apportioned between the coiynats
district geographic units.

Section 13. Prorating.
No prorating of votes shall be allowed.

Section 14. Constituency Caucuses.

Subsection A. Charters.

The State Central Committee may grant a charter to
constituency caucus as an organization within dmgyP
if the State Central Committee finds that—

1. the caucus’s membership consists of at least 10
members of the Party who meet the
requirements of Article I, Section 2;

2. the caucus represents a discrete community of
interest within the Party that is not
geographically defined; and

3. the caucus has adopted bylaws (or

Subsection C. Revocation.

1. For failure to reportlf a caucus does not file its
report within 60 days after the Secretary’s
reminder under Subsection B, then the State
DFL Secretary must notify the caucus by
notice mailed to the last known address of
the caucus’s chair that the State Central
Committee may revoke the caucus’s charter.
The proposed revocation will appear on the
agenda of the first meeting held at least 30
days after the State DFL Secretary mails
notice of the proposed revocation.

2. For other causeThe State Central Committee
may also revoke a caucus’s charter for any
other cause, provided that notice of the
proposed revocation is included in the
notice of the meeting distributed as
provided in Section 8, Subsection A of this
Article, and a copy of said notice is mailed
to the last known address of the caucus’s
chair by the same deadline.

Subsection D. Local organizations.

oorganizational documents) that— A congressional district, organizing unit or otiparty
a. define a mission consistent with the Party’s ynit with electoral jurisdiction may grant or rewok.
electoral goals; charter to a constituency caucus or other organizat

b. provide that, when there has been anthe local level if—

endorsement by the official DFL convention,



1. the unit's constitution provides for such a formal stand on a Public Ballot Question by a 60%

charter;

affirmative vote. The motion before the body must

2. the chartered organization will operate entirely clearly state whether the party unit is urgingghbblic to

within the party unit’'s

engage in;

geographic
jurisdiction, and will not engage in any
activity that the party unit itself cannot

cast a “yes” or a “no” vote on the particular qicast If
available, the actual language that will appeartten
election ballot must be provided to the
delegates/members. When a Central Committee is the

3. the organization is subject both to the party body being asked to take a position, the noticéhef
unit's constitution and to the State Party’s meeting must indicate that taking an official piesiton
constitution, bylaws, and call, and action a Public Ballot Question will be considered at the

taken under their authority; and

4. the organization’s name includes the party

unit’'s name.

Subsection E. Use of Party’s name.
No organization may use the initials “DFL" or thame

meeting.

The Convention or Central Committee of the DFL
party unit having the smallest jurisdiction whiakludes
the entire electoral district that will vote on tReblic
Ballot Question is the body that will have authpfir

“Democratic—Farmer—Labor” in its name unless it is taking an official stand on that question and deteing

chartered under this Section 14 or otherwise omgahi
under this Constitution.

Section 15. Party Unit Constitutions.
Each party organization described in Article Vovi
VIl shall adopt a constitution to govern the cootof

its affairs. A copy of each constitution, or of any

amendment to such constitution, shall be filed ki
state DFL office, which shall maintain a file ofroent
constitutions of all party organizations.

Bylaw  Within 30 days following adoption of a new consiibn or
an amendment of an existing constitution by suclpaaty
organization, the chair of the party organizatioalltransmit a copy
of the new constitution or the amendment to théestdL party
office.

Upon receiving a complaint that one or more siovis of
a party unit constitution conflicts with this Stdd&L constitution,
the State Constitution and Bylaws Commission shaliew the
unit's constitution. Any irregularity of any naturavill be
communicated to the party organization’s executiommittee for
amendment by its central committee within 90 dagmfthe date of
notice, and said amendments shall then be forwatdedhe
Constitution and Bylaws Commission at the state PE&tty office.
In the event any party organization has not coeckcany
irregularities within the 90-day period, said orgation’s state
central committee delegates/alternates shall neebéd at future
state central committee meetings until such timb@gregularities
have been corrected and forwarded to the Constit@nd Bylaws
Commission.

Section 16. Public Ballot Questions.
For purposes of this section, the term “Publid@al
Question” means local election ballot question$isasc

school board levies, local charter changes or locaf
referenda; State Constitutional amendments; orllreca

attempts as outlined in the Minnesota State Caisiit.

whether that stand will appear on the official DFL
Sample Ballot. Only the members of that body who
reside in the electoral district will vote on thekfc
Ballot Question will be eligible to vote on takinige
position.

Section 17. Dismissal for Cause.

A committee or commission may dismiss for cause
any person holding a position filled by the comagtor
commission, or by its convention or business cames,
only on the grounds of clear malfeasance or non-
feasance in office. For such dismissal, a two-third
majority of the vote of the members present argllgé
to vote is required, but only after the personiveig 30
days written notice specifying the cause and intgel
hearing.

Bylaw Before a committee or commission member may be
discharged, the committee or commission shall ndtift
person in writing and state its grounds for theppsed
dismissal in reasonable detail together with a&stant that the
member may make a written request for a hearingrbghe
committee or commission within 30 days after reteffhis
notification. If within 30 days after the receipf this
notification the member makes a written requesafbearing
before the committee or commission, it shall betgrd before
final action is taken. If no hearing is requestdthin such
period, it shall be deemed acquiescence by the metatthe
committee's or commission's proposed action and the
termination shall take effect at the end of theda-period.

Any hearing held pursuant to this section of théalBsg
nd appropriate section of the Constitution shallupon
appropriate and timely notice to the member andl stea
private or public at the discretion of the membé&t.the
hearing, the committee or commission and the memmizgr

The process for taking a formal DFL Party position gach pe represented by counsel at its or his/herexwense,

on any Public Ballot Question and, if desired, jpigthe

and such counsel may examine and cross examinessis

question on the official DFL Sample Ballot, is as and present arguments. The committee or commissiat

follows: A Convention or Central Committee of atyar

unit may, at least 35 days prior to the electiaketa

first present evidence to sustain the groundsifmigsal and
then receive evidence presented by the member. [Eath



may then present rebuttal evidence. Dismissalefriember The precinct caucus shall elect a caucus chair and

shall be based upon substantial and competentreéde the  sha|| elect a precinct chair who need not be abidine

record. All witnesses shall be sworn upon oath adteéred caucus. Each precinct shall elect delegates asmhates

by the presiding officer of the committee or COMsIUS. The 1, 0 (rganizing unit conventions. One delegatioae

secretary of the committee or commission shall dssu e
alternate shall be elected for each 25 Demaocratic-

subpoenas for witnesses or the production of reqoedinent : o
to the grounds upon the request of either the membe Farmer-Labor Party Candidates Average Vote (defined

committee or commission. If requested, either lsytiember, N Article Il, Section 11) and for a remaining ét&on
committee or commission, the committee or commisstwll ~ thereof. The caucus report shall indicate order of
record the proceedings at the hearing and eithey paay ~ succession of alternates in accordance with thaviay/|
obtain a transcript thereof at its own expense. Persons eligible to be elected by the caucus may be
After the hearing, the committee or commission Ishal elected delegates or alternates or to precinatetinly
issue a written decision and order. If the comraitte if they have indicated in writing their willingnese
commission orders dismissal, its decision shalluie the  gerye.
findings of fact based upon competent evidencierr¢cord The formulation of official party positions on majo

and shall be served on the member accompanieddylanol oo 05 should begin at the precinct level. The wswic
dismissal within ten (10) days after conclusiothef hearing. ; .
session may adopt resolutions and conduct suchr othe

If the decision of the committee or commissioraisdrable to busi bef Al uti
the member, the proceedings shall be dismissedtiasd PUSIN€ss as may come before it. All resolutionsgaat

decision entered into the committee's or commigsioinutes. ~ Precinct caucuses and all higher bodies should be
forwarded promptly to the next higher body for het
ARTICLE IV consideration.

PRECINCT PARTY ORGANIZATION
Bylaw The precinct caucus may elect associate chadssist and

Section 1. Preci C aid in the organization of the precinct for thetpan accordance
ection - recinct aut_:US(_E'S. with the Constitution and Bylaws. These associh#grs should be
The basis of party organization structure shathlee |isted in the caucus report to higher levels oftagy and may be the

precinct caucuses held on the date prescribeceb@dl.  alternate for the precinct chair on the organizimgt central

The caucus Call shall be prescribed by the Stamérgle ~ committee.

Committee. The Call shall be issued at least 2Gs day _ _ _

before the date set for the holding of such caucasel Section 3. Precinct Chair. . .

shall include the notice of organizing unit, corsgienal The responsibility of the precinct chair shall be

district and State Conventions. The Call to eaeleipct ~ Organization of the precinct for the party. Theqgmmet

shall set forth the number of delegates that potdsn ~ Chair may convene regular meetings of the DFL

entitled to elect to the organizing unit conventitme ~ Members in her/his precinct to consider the businés

number of delegates the organizing unit is entitted the party. The precinct chair's duties shall inelube

elect to the State Convention, and other pertinenfollowing: a canvass of residents to ascertairr thaity

information. affiliation, with a record thereof; distribution of
Only persons eligible to vote at the next gereralc@mpaign literature; registration of all voters vaam be

election who attend the caucus of this party far th €xpected to support the party; and organization of

precinct in which they reside and support the psepaf ~ Committees to get the party vote to the polls.

the Democratic-Farmer-Labor Party as stated ir the

preamble shall be entitled to vote at the cauculseor ARTICLE V

elected a delegate, alternate or a party officém. ORGANIZING UNITS

addition, a person who would be eligible to voteha

next general election, except that the person béll Organizing units shall be established within treest

under age 18 but at least age 16 by that electiagrun  such that every precinct falls within one orgarggzimit.

for and vote for party office and may participatwther ~ The organizing unit shall be the basis of party
caucus business, other than voting for or runnry f organization beyond the precinct caucus. The baiesia
delegate or alternate or voting on preference tsafy ~ of organizing units may be based on county, senate

elective office. district or house district boundaries.

Voting for delegates to the organizing unit If a county contains three or more entire house
convention shall be in accordance with Article 1lI, districts, then it will be organized as house anase
Section 4. districts. If a county contains less than three seou

districts, then it may organize as a county or by

Section 2. Precinct Organization. legislative district. Multiple counties that topet do

not include more than three entire house distritay

10



join together as one organizing unit. convention will be held separately.

An organizing unit may reorganize itself by adding Subsection A. Conventions.
portion of an adjoining organizing unit or allocaipart In districts electing a member of the State Seraate,
of its territory to another organizing unit. Any convention shall be held each even-numbered yaah S
reorganization must be approved by the State dentraconventions may be held concurrently with houskidis

Committee. conventions. In years in which the district doesetect
a senator, the house district conventions may becom
Section 1. Organizing Units. sessions of the senate district convention.
Subsection A. Conventions. Authority. The senate district convention shall be

An organizing unit convention shall be held in eachthe governing body of the senate district party.
even-numbered year. An organizing unit constitution =~ Membership. Senate district conventions shall be

may allow for annual conventions. composed of the following persons who reside withé
Authority. The unit convention shall be the senate district: precinct delegates and altersa@ed as
governing body of the organizing unit. delegates and Distinguished Party Leader Delegases

Membership. Unit conventions shall be composed defined in Article VII, Section 1(b)).
of the following persons who reside within the Business.The senate district convention shall elect
organizing unit: precinct delegates and alternsg¢esed  senate district officers and officials, shall recamd may
as delegates and Distinguished Party Leader Delggat endorse a candidate for the State Senate and #ie in

(as defined in Article VII, Section 1(b)). election of the candidate. The convention may cohdu
BusinessThe unit convention shall elect organizing such other party business as may come before it.

unit officers and officials, elect (in accordancé&hw Subsection B. Officers.

Article Ill, Section 4) delegates and alternateshe The senate district officers shall be a chair, cisse

State Convention to serve until the next statewidechair, secretary, treasurer, affirmative actiomceff, and
precinct caucuses, and may adopt or amend the unituch other officers as may be specified in the teena
constitution, adopt resolutions for platform district constitution.

consideration, and conduct such other businessags m Subsection C. Special Committee.

come before it. (Annual conventions see Atrticle IlI In the absence of a regular senate district central
Section 4, Subsection G.) committee authorized by the senate district cartsait,
Subsection B. Officers. a special senate district committee is authoridedh a

The party organizing unit officers shall consistof special senate district committee shall consisthef
chair, associate chair, secretary, treasurer,nafive senate district officers, precinct chairs, andraeimbers
action officer, and such other officers as may beof the State Central Committee residing withindaeate

specified in the organizing unit constitution. district. This special committee is authorized iib f
Subsection C. Central Committee. vacancies among the senate district officers and to
Authority. The unit central committee shall be the endorse candidates between meetings of the senate

governing body of the unit between conventions. district convention.
Membership. The unit central committee shall

consist of the executive committee, precinct chainsl Section 3. House Districts.

each member of the congressional district central If a house districtis not established as an oziagi

committee residing within the unit. unit, it will not adopt a constitution or elect iokrs, and
Subsection D. Executive Committee. it will operate under the authority of the senatdritt.
Authority. The unit executive committee shall be Subsection A. Conventions.

the governing body of the unit between meetinghef In districts electing a member of the State House o

central committee. Representatives, a convention may be held each even

Membership. The unit executive committee shall numbered year. Such conventions may be held
include the unit officers and each member of theconcurrently with the convention of the senateritist

congressional district executive committee residing ~ Authority. The house district convention shall be

within the unit. the governing body of the house district party.
Membership. House district conventions shall be
Section 2. Senate Districts. composed of the following persons who reside withe

For organizing units that are complete senatehouse district: precinct delegates and alterna@ed as
districts, the senate district convention and oigjag  delegates and Distinguished Party Leader Delegases

unit convention may be held concurrently. If a sena defined in Article VII, Section 1(b)).
district is not established as an organizing uthie BusinessThe house district convention shall recruit
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and may endorse a candidate for the State House @onvention, for membership on each pre-convention

Representatives and aid in the election of the idaiel
If the house district is established as an orgagiminit,
the convention shall elect house district officadgpt or
amend the house district constitution, and conduch
other business as may come before it.

Bylaw The following senate districts are establishearganizing
units: 5, 7, 14, 15, 19, 32-47, 49-67.

Bylaw The following counties are established as orgagianits,
except for the portions included in the senateidistlisted above:
Aitkin, Becker, Beltrami, Benton, Big Stone, Bluarkh, Brown,
Carlton, Cass, Chippewa, Chisago, Clay, Clearwateopk,
Cottonwood, Crow Wing, Dodge, Douglas, Faribaulit|nfore,
Freeborn, Goodhue, Grant, Houston, Hubbard, Idéasta, Jackson,
Kanabec, Kandiyohi, Kittson, Koochiching, Lac Qurle, Lake,
Lake of the Woods, LeSueur, Lincoln, Lyon, Mahnopidarshall,
Martin, McLeod, Meeker, Mille Lacs, Morrison, Moweéviurray,
Nicollet, Nobles, Norman, Olmsted, OtterTail, Pewton, Pine,
Pipestone, Polk, Pope, Red Lake, Redwood, RenRike, Rock,
Roseau, Sherburne, Sibley, Steele, Stevens, Swidigl, Traverse,
Wabasha, Wadena, Waseca, Watonwan, Wilkin, Win¥edpw
Medicine.

Bylaw The following partial districts are establisheaaganizing
units, including the precincts not organized byaserdistrict or
county listed above: Anoka-17, Anoka-48, Scott&&int Louis-06,
Saint Louis-08, Stearns-13, Wright-18.

ARTICLE VI
PARTY ORGANIZATIONS IN CONGRESSIONAL.
DISTRICTS

Section 1. Conventions.

Authority. Congressional district conventions shall
be the governing body of the district and shalhktd
each even-numbered year.
constitution may allow for annual conventions.

Membership. Congressional district conventicns
shall be composed of the following persons whodeesi
within the congressional district: State Convention
delegates and alternates seated as delegatesesitie r
in the organizing unit from which elected, Statetfra
officers at the time of the congressional district
convention and Distinguished Party Leader Deledaizs
defined in Article VII, Section 1(b)).

Bylaw A congressional district constitution may allowangging

units within its jurisdiction to elect up to an eduhumber of
additional delegates and alternates to serve amlgoagressional
district convention delegates and alternates.

Business.The convention shall elect congressional
district party officers and officials. It shall bine
function of the convention to endorse a candidatéhie

A congressional distric

committee established by the State Executive
Committee, and two persons either delegates or
alternates to the State Convention, to serve emales

to each pre-convention committee. In presidential
election years the convention shall also nominate a
presidential elector and an alternate elector fidhe
same gender, and elect the National Convention
delegates and alternates allotted the district in
accordance with Article 1ll, Section 4, the Bylawasid

the rules and directives of the State Executive
Committee and Democratic National Committee. The
convention may adopt or amend a constitution. The
convention may adopt petition resolutions for mati
consideration and conduct such other business gs ma
come before it. (Annual conventions also see Atild|
Section 4, Subsection G.)

Section 2. Officers.

The congressional district officers shall consfst o
chair, associate chair, secretary, treasurer,native
action officer, and at least eleven directors.

Section 3. Central Committee.

Authority. The congressional district central
committee shall be the governing body of the
congressional district between conventions.

Membership. The congressional district central
committee shall include the executive commiitee,
members of the State Central Committee residinigimvit
the congressional district, and such other mendsetise
congressional district constitution may provide.

Business. Between conventions, the central
Eommittee is empowered to fill vacancies among the
following: a presidential elector nominee, or the
endorsed congressional candidate.

Section 4. Executive Committee.

Authority. The congressional district executive
committee shall be the governing body of the
congressional district between meetings of theraént
committee.

Membership. The executive committee shall be
composed of the party officers, members of theeStat
Executive Committee residing within the districhda
such other members as the congressional district
constitution may provide.

Business.The executive committee is responsible
for the general management of the congressionaiadis
party business subject to the approval of the
congressional district central committee.

United States House of Representatives in accoedanc

with Article Ill, Section 4. The convention shalket
two persons, either delegates or alternates t&Gtae

12



ARTICLE VII Chair at least ten days prior to the conventiowtdth
STATE PARTY ORGANIZATION the designation is to take effect.

Section 1. Convention. Bylaw At the State Convention, Distinguished Party Leader

Authority. The State Convention is the supreme :?]e\:fh%?:]e;z;arggg:eated with the delegatiorhfpotganizing untt
governing body of the party in Minnesota. '

Membership. (a). DelegatesThere shall be 1,200 Membership. (c). Non-Voting Delegates.
delegate votes at the State Convention apportioned pr) engorsed and elected public officials and State
among the organizing units in proportion to the o pmission members of Constitution and Bylaws
Democratic-Farmer-Labor Party Candidates Averageb|atform and Issues. and Affirmative Action not amo '
Vote (defined in Article I1I, Section 11) providéltat N0 1, ca jisted in Memb’ership (a) or (b), shall be-noting
organizing unit shall have less than three votgsgt delegates. ’

an organizing unit without enough DFL Candidates Business. The State Convention shall elect
Average Vote to be allotted a vote, the vote anthow ., ntion officers and 16 state at-large directbrs

of electing to be determined by the State Cemralpresidential election years, it shall elect nationa

Committee). committee members, and delegates and alternaties to

AN organlzmg_unlt allotted six votes or more _snall National Convention in accordance with Article IlI,
elect delegates with one vote each. An organizimg u Section 4, and the Bylaws, and shall nominate

allotted less thhan S'|X votes shall a'?"_ elect @BJW'W presidential electors. It shall be the functionha State
one .vote each, uniess t. € organizing un|t_ CONBIMUL 1 ention to endorse candidates for statewideaffi
provides that the organizing unit will elect twagemany and adopt a party platform, or provide for such
delegates with % vote each. An amendment to andorsement and adoption’ It may amend this
organizing unit constitution to change the delemesize: Constitution and/or the accompanying Bylaws. It may

will take effect in the year fOHOW'r.]g its _adopnpn transact such other business as may come before the
Allotments among parts of organizing units divided Convention

between more than one congressional district $igall Committees. The State Chair, subject to the

ro_urjded to the nearest one-half vote, except that t approval of the State Executive Committee, shaibayt
minimum aIIotr_nent shall be one-half delegate. co-convenors for the following committees: rules,
Membership. (b)' Delegates-At-Large. _ ... credentials, nominations and such others as may be
. State party offlce_rs and the MYDFL preS|de_:nt at the‘deemed necessary by the State Executive Committee.
“T"e.”‘e cor_\ventlon IS caIIe_d to ordgr and CO”W The first order of business for each committeel el
district chalrs a_md_ assomate_ ch_alrs at the time th the election of a permanent committee chair. Each
congressional district convention is called to ostell committee shall then perform the duties approptiis

be delegates-at-large to the State Convention. The ., responsibility. The chairs of the rules notiee,

following Distinguished Party Leader Delegates khal \.it0:m and issues commission and constitution and
also be delegates—at-large: DFL members of the Statgylaws commission shall make the preliminary repoft

genat_e a_nd Sl.tagif_House[;);Fepresgntatlv?s,hDFi Sstafheir committees available to all delegates araetaditess
onstitutiona ICers, members of the U.S. 5 1east seven days prior to the opening of théeSta

Convention. The nominations committee shall not
recommend members of that committee for other state
‘party office. Each chair(s) shall report their fimgs ar.

the appropriate time on the Convention agenda for
consideration by the State Convention. Eligibilioy
election to State Convention pre-convention conaastt
(rules, nominations and credentials) is limited to
delegates as defined by Article VII, Section 1,
: . . Membership (a) Delegates and (b) Delegates-at-large
tribe may de_S|gnate_ another e_Iected member of it t other than Distinguished Party Leader Delegatdse T
council who is a resident of Minnesota and whanaiée State DFL affirmative action officer will be an atiiohal

i i S Q . . . .
the DFL. precinct caucuses  in ‘h? year the "tatvotlng member of the nominations committee of th&es
Convention occurs to act as the Distinguished Part

Yconvention.
Leader Delegate representing the tribe at one oemo

cpnventi_ons dur_ing that year; proviqled the tribiadic Section 2. DFL Endorsed and Elected Officials
gives written notice of such designation to theeSE-L Delegates/Directors.

Minnesota, and any current or former U.S. Presglent
Vice Presidents who are Minnesota residents
Distinguished Party Leader Delegates shall alsoidta:
the tribal chair of each Native American tribe wéos
tribal government headquarters is located in Miotees
provided the chair is a resident of Minnesota and
attended the DFL precinct caucus in the year thgeSt
Convention occurs. However, the tribal chair aftsa
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(@) The State DFL Chair shall convene a The Secretary shall preserve such files and recordepen them for
convocation at the State Convention of DFL endorsedaxamination at convenient and appropriate tim#dseatequest of any

. g L. . duly elected State Central Committee member.
and elected public officials and Distinguished fart Treasurer. The Treasurer shall have custody of the funds

Leader Delegates described in Article VII, Secti¢b). of the party and shall render written accountsisthier receipts arid
The business of the convocation shall be to el@ct 1 reimbursements to each meeting of the State CeDdraimittee and
delegates to serve on the State Central Committes: f State Executive Committee. The Treasurer shall alake a full

term of two years and elect three directors toesen report for the handling of party funds, shall be@nsufficient bond,

the State E tive C ittee f ¢ ft . the amount to be determined by the State Exec@bramittee. An
€ olate £xecutive Lommitiee for a term ot tWargea 5t of all financial records and transactionghsf party shall be

The aforementioned delegateS/dlreCtorS shall sen/e made at least once a year, and at other times asena@quested by
the appropriate committees at all levels of théypdihis  either the State Central Committee or the Statediikes Committee,
convocation shall fulfill the delegate electiondglines by a certified public accountant. Copies of theateer's report shall
applicable under the Constitution and Bylaws. An P senttoall members of the State Central Coreenitt
A . - Affirmative Action Officer. The Affirmative Action
individual who is ser\{lng as a delegate or _altelrmthe_ Officer shall lead the DFL Party’s efforts towargtusive political
State Central Committee or State Executive Comanitte participation, and strive to achieve DFL diversityerspective and
at the time of his or her election on a partisdiobshall ~ representation. The Affirmative Action Officer shaistitute and
become an alternate to the delegates elected sathe maintain outreach programs aimed at recruitmenteshatation of
body under this section for the remainder of thete DFL members. The Affirmative Action Officer shaligside over the

. . . State Affirmative Action Commission and employ dissistance in
(b) In a presidential election year, the State DFL ,¢irmative action activities, and shall be a vgtimember of the

Chair shall convene a convocation of the Distinges  nominations committee of the state convention. Withhelp of the
Party Leaders listed in Article VII, Section 1(b) the  Affirmative Action Commission, the Affirmative Ain Officer shall
Saturday following the date of the precinct caususe provide training _for aII_DFL Affirmative Action Oféers_.

The purpose of the convocation is to ratify thectidbe Executive Director. The State DFL Chair, upon the

L. . . recommendation of the Personnel Subcommittee goegl of the:
as delegates-at-large of the Distinguished Paraylees State Executive Committee, may appoint with anmealew an

listed in Article VII, Section 1(b). Executive Director. The Executive Director shallrbeponsible for
the management of the day-to-day business andcielaperation of
Section 3. State Party Officers. the State DFL Party office, and shall perform sdaties as outlined

- . . in the job description developed by the Personanbt8mmittee and
State party officers shall be the chair, associad, any other duties as deemed necessary by the ChdforaState

secretary, treasurer and affirmative action offdected  gxecutive committee. The Executive Director shallabfull-time
at the DFL Business Conference, and the nationa$alaried position. The salary shall be set by tteeSExecutive
committee members and 16 state at-large director§€ommittee.

elected at the State Convention. They shall assdiime

at the adjournment of the convention or meeting at  Section 4. State Central Committee.

which they were elected. The finance chair shab ake Authority. The State Central Committee shall be the
a state party officer selected in accordance witicke ~ governing body between conventions.
VII, Section 5. Membership. The State Central Committee shall

consist of the State Executive Committee, ten eti:ct
Bylaw Chair. The State DFL Chair shall be the chief executive officials as defined in Article VII, Section 2, gihe
officer and official spokesperson for the State DParty, shall president and vice-president of the MYDFL, plus the

appoint and manage the staff subject to the Peetonn ; ; ; ; .
Subcommittee’s oversight and to any policies adbptethe State chair and associate chair of the senate disiriots3B2

Convention, State Central Committee or State Exez@ommittee, represgntatlves divided amon_g the organizing units

and shall perform such duties as outlined in the gescripton ~ according to the Democratic-Farmer-Labor Party

developed by the Personnel Subcommittee and sheh duties as ~ Candidates Average Vote (see Bylaw, Article I,

geemef necessary by the Sfté}lte Executive CO';‘H”I““efhﬁ"mhaV Section 11), provided that each organizing unitlsha

e a volunteer, part-time or full-time position €l$alary of the Chair o -

shall be set by the State Executive Committee. Gttaar shall report have at least one vgte(except an organizing utiiout

directly to the State Executive Committee. enough DFL Candidates Average Vote to be allotied a
Associate Chair.The State DFL Associate Chair, in the Vote, the vote and method of electing to be detezahi

event of the temporary absence or incapacity oState DFL Chair, by the State Central Committee).

shall assume the duties of the Chair. The AssoGater shall also An organizing unit allotted one vote shall senitsis

perform such duties as outlined in the job desioriptleveloped by : : : .
the Personnel Subcommittee and other duties asatbeacessary by representative(s) the chair and/or associate chair.

the Chair. The Associate Chair may be a volunfest;time or full-  Organizing _Unit allotted two votes Sha_” send & it
time position. The salary of the Associate Chaalishe set by the ~ representatives the chair and associate chair. An

State Executive Committee. The Associate Chaif skyabrt directly organizing unit allotted more than two votes skaticl
to the State Party Chair. as its representatives the chair and associateardin

Secretary.The Secretary shall be in charge of all the files s At -
and records of the party and of preparation of s&ay documents. addition they shall elect delegates-at-large. Oegag
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unit representatives shall be elected at even-ntedbe
year conventions and serve a term of two years.

For all State Central Committee delegates (inclgidin
the chair, associate chair and delegates electacga)
ranked alternates shall be elected.

In addition, a county-wide DFL organization not
subject to Article V as an organizing unit but wah
constitution that has been approved in accordaritte: w
Article VIII, Section 4, shall be allotted one votuch
vote shall be allotted to the county-wide organords
chair as delegate, with the associate chair acisig
alternate, unless its constitution provides fofedént
representatives of the organization.

In addition, each former State Party Chair or
Associate Chair shall be an ex-officio, non-voting

member of the State Central Committee if he or she

accepts the position.

A poll by mail of the members of the State Central
Committee may be taken on specific questions, fdeai
such a poll is voted by the State Executive Conemitt
In such polls, at least 15 days must elapse betitvexn
mailing of ballots and the date set for the taboiadf
returns.

Business.The State Central Committee shall fill
vacancies among state officers, statewide delegatis
alternates to National Conventions, endorsed catetd
for statewide office, and statewide nominees for
presidential electors. It may reconvene an adjalirne
State Convention. It may adopt or amend the Bylkaws
the Constitution.

Section 5. State Executive Committee.
Authority. The State Executive Committee shall be

Committee approval. All disputes and contests tewgil
from holding organizing unit and congressionalriist
conventions shall be decided by the State Executive
Committee, except those disputes to be decidedrunde
Article IlI, Section 3.

The State Executive Committee shall take any action
necessary to ensure that the use of the designation
"Democratic-Farmer-Labor”, or any combination
thereof, be restricted to persons or organizations
authorized by the State Convention, the State @kentr
Committee, or the State Executive Committee.

The State Executive Committee may call a meeting
of any central committee. With the consent of theges
Central Committee, the State Executive Committeg ma
reconvene an adjourned State Convention.

Finance Chair. The finance chair shall develop
fundraising strategies and carry out major donor
fundraising activities for the State DFL Party. The
finance chair shall be appointed by the State Rzingjir
and shall be confirmed by the State Central Conemitt
The finance chair shall serve at the pleasureeftiate
Party Chair, and the tenure of the finance chaallsh
coincide with the tenure of the State Party Chdiow

appointed him or her.

Bylaw The State Executive Committee shall establish
subcommittees of its membership to assist in cagrgut its duties.
Each director shall serve on at least one of tsabeommittees. The
State Executive Committee may assign specific dutiendividual
members.

Bylaw The State Executive Committee shall have the aityito
recommend and implement procedures for commissiunority

for existing commissions shall be granted througivegning
conventions or through amending the Bylaws.

Bylaw The State Executive Committee shall establish a
Budget/Finance Committee to propose the state tiadgkreview

the governing body between meetings of the Statatate finances. The committee shall be made upeoBtate Party

Central Committee.

Membership. The Executive Committee shall
consist of the state party officers, the financaiGthe
chair and associate chair of each congressiongicdlis
(with the congressional district secretary, treasand
affirmative action officer serving as alternatesttiat
order, unless the congressional district constituti
provides for other alternates or a different ragkithree:
voting directors elected by DFL endorsed and etkcte
officials (as defined in Article VII, Section 2)nd the
president of the MYDFL. It shall also include amro
voting members, the chair(s) of each constitutignal
authorized state commission, and members of th
National Committee not elected by the State Conwent
or State Central Committee.

Business.The State Executive Committee shall be
responsible to the State Central Committee for the
general management of the party's business. ltaisay
establish temporary committees. It shall estabhsh

budget, including salaries, subject to State Céntra
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eclgreement, or other contract.

Chair, the State Party Associate Chair, the StattyHreasurer, the
Finance Chair, 8 members selected from the Statecuive
Committee and one member elected by each congnesslstrict
from among its Treasurer and State Central Comenittéegates and
alternates.

Bylaw The Executive Committee shall establish a Perdonne
Subcommittee, which advises and oversees the @happointing
and managing the staff. The State Convention,eSGeantral
Committee, or State Executive Committee may esthldienerall
policies with respect to hiring and other persommattices and may
assign duties to employees but, to protect eactiogr@g's privacy,
the Chair, in consultation with the Personnel Suhmittee, has the
sole responsibility for hiring, reviewing, discipihg and removing
any individual employee; for setting his or her gamsation; and for
ensuring compliance with any applicable law, cdllechargaining
This bylaw does lmoit the
Executive Committee’s power to establish, or thentGé
Committee’s power to approve, a budget for salakdsch states
salaries in the aggregate without identifying indiial employees

{other than the Chair and the Associate Chaiglidrsed).

Section 6. State Party Commissions.
State party commissions shall include: Commission
on Affirmative Action, Commission on Constitutiondh



Bylaws, and Commission on Platform and Issues; and 9.

shall function as described in the Bylaws.

Bylaw All commissions, except the Commission on Affiriaat
Action, shall be comprised of two delegates and 8iternates
elected by the congressional district conventionsvien-numbered
years and two delegates and two alternates eldxtetthe State
Executive Committee. In addition, the membership tok
Commission on Platform and Issues shall includ®$ik endorsed
and elected officials elected at the convocatioeletted officials
described in Article VII, Section 2. In seatingeahates, preference
shall be given to the alternate of the same gemsldre delegate. All
commission members shall serve a term of two yeammencing et
the adjournment of the State Convention held innewembered
years and shall present its recommendations toapipopriate
governing bodies.

Any proposal by any DFL task force, committee anoaissior
within the authority of a state party commissioralklbe made
available to the appropriate commission prior te tiext Stats
Central Committee meeting.

A. Commission on Affirmative Action.

1. The State Affirmative Action Commission shall be a
compliance and review commission in terms of aféitive action
programs and delegate selection and in turn shadlkem
recommendations to appropriate governing bodies.

2. The State Affirmative Action Commission shall cishsf:

a. the State Affirmative Action Officer,

The Commission shall be properly funded to carryitsu
mandate.

B. Commission on Constitution and Bylaws.

The Commission on Constitution and Bylaws shallehas
minimum objectives:

1. Perform periodic reviews of the following docurte in
relation to the Constitution and Bylaws of the CiFrty, with a view
toward resolving any conflicts with the Constituitio

a. The National Charter of the Democratic Party.

b. The DFL Affirmative Action Plan.

c. Delegate Selection Rules for the Democrati¢ddat
Convention.

d. Minnesota Election Laws.

e. Constitutions of subordinate DFL organizaticsss,
prescribed in Article VIII, Section 4.

2. Review and draft the Caucus and Convention Call.

3. Draw by lot the members to the rotating threesqoe:
Constitution Review Board, which shall have auttyorio
recommend settlements and remedies of constitutah@lenges,
disputes, and interpretations to appropriate gomgrbodies.

4. Recommend refinements/changes to the Constittiw
Bylaws of the DFL Party.

5. Continue drafting of Bylaws to the Constitutioithe DFL
Party, reporting recommended changes to the Stastrdl
Committee and/or the DFL State Convention.

6. Make educational opportunities regarding the Sfiartion
and Bylaws available to party organizations whenguwssible. This

b. two delegates, not of the same gender, and tWcincludes the use of commission members in presentat

alternates, not of the same gender, elected by each

congressional district convention,

c. the eight congressional district affirmative iact
officers,

d. the Affirmative Action Officer of the MYDFL,

e. two delegates, not of the same gender, electeleby t
State Executive Committee, and

f.  persons nominated by the State Affirmative Action
Officer and confirmed by the State Executive
Committee  from  special

women, labor, ethnic minorities, persons with
disabilities, farmers, and sexual orientation.

3. The Affirmative Action Commission shall elect an
associate chair (not of the same gender as thenfsfive Action
Officer) from among its members.

4. The Affirmative Action Commission and the Affirmed
Action Officer shall be accountable to the Stateedtnive and
Central Committees.

5. Each congressional district and organizing unil izeve e.
similar affirmative action commission.

6. The Affirmative Action Commission shall prepare an
affirmative action plan and shall submit the plan &pproval and
implementation to the State Executive Committemedy establish a
date for organizing unit and congressional disaftitmative action
plan submission. The Commission shall also progdiance in
development, implementation, and follow-up of origarg unit
affirmative action plans.

7. The Affirmative Action Commission shall assist SBiate
Affirmative Action Officer providing training forlaDFL affirmative
action officers.

8. The Affirmative Action Commission shall identify
resources for accessibility for persons with dikéds, including
Braille translation, taping, disk or other elecimnformats,
interpreters for people with auditory disabiliteesd site accessibility
requirements. It may establish a date for affireeataction plan
submission.
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underrepresented
communities, such as: youth, senior citizens, men,

7. Schedule and conduct hearings (as appropriatejghout
the state for the purpose of receiving input oenemended change:s,
additions or refinements to the Constitution andaBs. The
Commission will solicit recommendations from DFeeted officials
and party officers.

8. Prepare a final report for action by the Stasev@ntion.

C. Commission on Platform and Issues.

The Commission on Platform and Issues shall devahtform
criteria and form procedures for the ongoing preagfsesolutions
from the caucuses and an orderly procedure foctimeention. It
shall also monitor and evaluate for informationairgmses the
implementation of platform planks by appropriatevgmmental
bodies and report the results to the appropriaty péficials. It will
bring to the attention of subsequent caucuses ameeations those
platform planks which have and those which haveoeen enacted.
It may identify current and timely issues thataoéaddressed in the
platform in order to present them to the approprigiverning bodies.
The Commission may develop task forces and may he&dings
between conventions. The Commission shall not iasesolution or
issue statement as an official position of the [Mdrty, but may
propose resolutions to the State Convention, Bgsi@onference,
State Central Committee, or State Executive Conamittt may
develop a manner for topical issues to be develapéd procedure
to recommend to the State Central Committee foiomactThe
Commission shall present specific recommendationsElusion i
the DFL Call to Convention to the Commission on &auation and
Bylaws.

D. Vacancies.

Any member of a commission, other than ex-officiembers,
who shall have three consecutive unexcused absefioes
commission meetings, if notified by the commissadter two such
absences, shall be considered to have resignethapdsition shall
be declared vacant. The member’s alternate, ifsimajll become the
member. The resulting vacancy shall be filled by &ppropriate



central committee or other body responsible fdinfil vacancies in Authority. A special endorsing commission for an
such position. election in a electoral jurisdiction not providedr f

elsewhere may be called by the central committemfa

Section 7. DFL Business Conference. S T :
A one-day DFL Business Conference will be heldmtyiri Jur'Sd!C“Qn it a commission is not _authorlzed et
constitution of the electoral jurisdiction.

each odd-numbered year, on a date between Feldruary Membershi . I | iurisdicti
and April 30 determined by the State Central Cornemit Membership.  For an electoral jurisdiction
equivalent to, or smaller than, a senatorial distin

The Business Conference will be held in a congoesdii )
population, the delegates and alternates elected at

district other than the one where the previouseSstat : o L
Convention was held and the one where the nexe StaPr€cinct caucuses within that jurisdiction shall be
delegates and alternates to the special endorsing

Convention will be held. s
the Commission.

Membership. The persons eligible to vote at E lectoral iurisdiction | th it
Business Conference will be the current membetisepf - OF @n €lectoral junisciction farger than a senator
district in population, excluding cities of thediirclass,

State Central Committee (with their alternatesisgras . X . X
( < which are included in Section 3 below, the delegjatel

alternates to the Business Conference). it tes o the State C i h ide mttie
Business.The agenda of the Business Conference?''o ates to he State L.onvention who reside _
urisdiction, or the delegates and alternates etket:

will include the following items: junsc €9 | allerne

a) Election of the following state party officers: precinct caucuses within that Jurlsdlcthn shall b_e
State DFL Chair, Associate Chair, Secretary, Treasu delega_lte_s and altemnates to the special endorsing
and Affirmative Action Officer. These officers will cOMMISsIon.

assume office at the adjournment of the Business B_usiness.The special e_ndorsing commi_ssion may
Conference recruit and endorse a candidate for each office dqe:

b) Discussion of issues election, and aid in the election of the candidate.
¢) Training and outreac’h Endorsement involving an election in a
d) Party building ' subjurisdiction of such an electoral jurisdictioayrbe:

The Business Conference may not adopt amendments {Bade bY dele_gqtes to the_sp_em_al _endorsmg conomisst
this Constitution or Bylaws, and may not amend theWho reside W'thm the S.Ubju”Sd".:t'qn'
ongoing platform. However, the Business Conference The spemal endorsing commission may cond_uct_ such
may adopt additional Action Agenda items pursuant t other business as may _be authorized by the cotirsiitu
the Bylaw under Article Ill, Section 2. of the electoral jurisdiction.

DFL Endorsed and Elected Officials
Convocation.
The State DFL Chair shall convene a convocatidgheat
Business Conference of DFL endorsed and electe
public officials and Distinguished Party Leader
Delegates described in Article VII, Section 1(b)itb
any vacancies in the positions that were electatiaat
convocation at the State Convention.

Section 3. Cities of the First Class.

A city of the first class may conduct a special
&ndorsing commission to endorse candidates fol loca
office. Delegates to such a commission shall betedi
at caucuses which may be held at a time diffenemn f
the regular even-year organizational caucuses. Such
caucuses and commissions shall follow the eletvs
and guidelines of regular caucuses and convenfldmes.
date and arrangements of these caucuses and
commissions shall be established by the central
committee having jurisdiction.

ARTICLE VI
OTHER ELECTORAL JURISDICTIONS

Section 1. Electoral Jurisdictions Not Provided
for Elsewhere.

In an electoral jurisdiction for which this
Constitution does not otherwise provide a means @
endorsement, the central committee of the partynigav
the smallest jurisdiction which includes the eleato
jurisdiction shall be responsible for the partyfaies in
elections in that electoral jurisdiction, unlessatt
electoral jurisdiction has established a consttuti
approved by the State Central Committee.

Section 4. Operations of Electoral Jurisdictions.
Each electoral jurisdiction shall submit its
]g:onstitution to the State Constitution and Bylaws
Commission for approval. Each electoral jurisdiatio
shall conduct its operation in accordance with the
provisions of this Constitution and Bylaws, incluglithe:
h general rules and policies in Article Il hereof.

Section 2. Special Endorsing Commission.
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ARTICLE IX
AMENDING PROCEDURES FOR CONSTITUTION

This Constitution may be amended by a majority
vote of the delegates at any State Convention ef th
Democratic-Farmer-Labor Party.

ARTICLE X
BYLAWS

Bylaws concerning matters not expressly governed
by nor in conflict with this Constitution may beaatec
or amended by majority vote of the State Convention

Bylaws may be adopted or amended by the State
Central Committee provided such changes receive an
affirmative vote of 60% of those present and votitg
the meeting. A copy of the proposed changes ingyla
shall be included in the meeting notice of the &tat
Central Committee.

ARTICLE XI
PARLIAMENTARY AUTHORITY

All State Convention matters not governed by this
Constitution and its Bylaws or by convention rudeby
law shall be governed by Robert's Rules of Ordestm
recently revised.

ARTICLE Xl
NEW CONSTITUTION

This Constitution supersedes any and all other
previous constitutions of the Minnesota Demaocratic-
Farmer-Labor Party.

Bylaw Proofs of this Constitution and Bylaws shall beieaxed by
the co-chairs of the Constitution and Bylaws Consinis prior to
publication.
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