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The following is a compilation of quotes by Paul Wellstone, covering his years as a college teacher and U.S. senator. 

General 

"I dare to imagine a country where every child I hold in my hands, are all God's children, regardless of the color of their skin, regardless of whether they're boy or girl, regardless of religion, regardless of rich or poor, that every child I hold in my hands, will have the same chance to reach her full potential or his full potential. That is the goodness of our country. That is the essence of the American dream." (Frequently used quote) 

"I have a strong body, I have a strong heart, I have a strong soul." (2001, announcing that he had a mild form of multiple sclerosis) 

"I'm not making a decision I don't believe in." (2002, before voting against authorizing the use of force in Iraq) 

"Above and beyond the question of how to grow the economy there is a legitimate concern about how to grow the quality of our lives." (Tikkun magazine, August, 1998) 

"Barrington Moore put it well: ‘Doing nothing remains the real form of mass action.'" (Speech delivered to an undated conference on rural poverty and strategies for social change.) 

"I think the prophetic tradition of our [Jewish] faith is that to love God is to love justice." (Comments to reporter, undated) 

"I think we ought to remember what Emerson wrote - The true test of civilization is not the census or the size of the city or the crops, but the kind of man (and I'd add women) the country turns out. The kind of national goal we ought to be thinking about is way beyond national product - it is how do we as a nation help our children be the best kinds of people they could possibly be?" (Tikkun magazine, August, 1998) 

Politics and civic engagement 

"Our aims in political activism are not, and should not be, to create a perfect utopia. What we seek is more simply to improve the quality of human life while at the same time respecting the natural environment which sustains it: 'Not a heaven on earth but a better earth on earth.' This is not at all a timid agenda, far from it. The work ahead of us is enormous!" (Untitled essay from the 1980s) 

"When too many Americans don't vote or participate, some see apathy and despair. I see disappointment and even outrage. And I believe that out of this frustration can come hope and action." (Speech to Grassroots Training Seminar, Iowa State University, July 11, 1998) 

"I don't think politics has anything to do with left, right, or center. It has to do with trying to do right by people." (Frequently used quote) 

"Our politics are our deepest form of expression: they mirror our past experiences and reflect our dreams and aspirations for the future." (Untitled and undated essay) 

"There is an elementary aspiration which undergirds the humane impulse in our history and our culture and binds us together as political activists. This is a simple, irreducible, indisputable aspiration. It is the ‘dream of justice' for a beloved community, in which the level of terror in people's lives is sharply reduced or maybe eliminated. It is the belief that extremes and excesses of inequality must be reduced so that each person is free to fully develop his or her full potential. This is why we take precious time out of our lives and give it to politics." (Speech to the Minnesota Nurses Association, October 23, 1985) 

"We need a new kind of citizenship, so that we can see citizens as themselves earning the rank of patriot because of their involvement in their community affairs....We as a society need to be encouraging people to focus not just on individual wants but on serving the larger community." (Tikkun magazine, August, 1998) 

"We must regain our vision and hope and move our country forward on an agenda of peace and justice.") 

"The Democratic Party has lost much of it credibility with working class and low-income people. It retards progress toward presenting a genuine alternative." (Essay entitled "Commentary on Electoral Strategy," co-authored with Tom O'Connell, undated) 

"Successful organizing is not built on self-interest but rather on dignity and a sense of purpose." 
"There is a major ingredient missing from our perception of how changes are brought about; that ingredient is power." 
"What makes community organizing especially attractive is the faith it places in the ability of the poor to make decisions for themselves." 
"I emphasize self-esteem, self-confidence, and dignity, not as an ideal, but as a real test of community organization. Without leadership development, community organizations do not have staying power." (Proposal for research grant to study rural poverty, 1976) 

Economic Justice 

"What the poor, the weak, and the inarticulate desperately require is power, organization, and a sense of identity and purpose, not rarefied advice of political scientists." (Essay titled, "The Case for Commitment," undated) 

"The American polity is infected with a serious imbalance of power between elites and masses, a power which is the principal threat to our democracy." (Essay titled, "The Case for Commitment," undated) 

"We must remember that for many, many women, work does not represent liberation, modernization, or market success. Most women are not upper income professionals and certainly not executives of large corporations and banks; most women work in the expanding low-wage service sector of our economy." (Speech to the Minnesota Nurses Association, October 23, 1985) 

Teaching and Education 

"I saw as a teacher how, if you take that spark of learning that those children have, and you ignite it, you can take a child from any background to a lifetime of creativity and accomplishment. But if you snuff out that spark of learning, it is the cruelest and most shortsighted thing a nation can do. Too many children see that spark of learning snuffed out." (Speech to Grassroots Training Seminar, Iowa State University, July 11, 1998) 

The following quotes are from an academic essay titled, "The Case For Commitment," undated): 

"Knowledge must come to inform the very fiber of a person's being in order for it to free him to live a life of his own." "The first task in teaching is to bring to consciousness what the students already believe by virtue of their personal experiences about themselves and society." 
"If a teacher does not involve himself, his values, his commitments, in the course of discussion, why should the students?" 
"Education and democracy have the same goal: the fullest possible development of human capabilities." 
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Welcome to the 2010 DFL State Convention!  
One of the responsibilities of a delegate is to vote on the amendments to the On-Going Platform and resolutions for the 2010-12 Action Agenda.  Thousand of resolutions were discussed and voted on at our precinct caucuses this past February, again voted on by our County and Senate Districts making their way to the state convention.  
We, as a party, select the top resolutions from the proposed list that have received at least 60% of the vote.  Currently, we have 112 resolutions from which to choose plus those added from the floor.  We accomplish this by voting Friday through Saturday of the convention.  You should have received this packet when you first arrived, giving you extra time to review the list of resolutions.  Remember, this is not your ballot!  You and the other delegates will receive your official ballot from your delegation chair.  The convention will announce when the chair may pick up the ballot from the Platform Commission table located on the floor.  Do not forget to sign your name on the electronic voter ballot.  

Amendments to the On-Going Platform

The following suggestions are proposed changes to the language of our current On-Going Platform.

Suggested Resolutions for our 2010-12 Action Agenda 

Action Agenda items help us to articulate and formulate our goals as a party.  They are to give directions and/or vision to our party and party officials.  Action Agenda items change every two years.

IMPORTANT INFORMATION
Friday – By 12:30 All petition resolutions and Resolutions for Consideration must be submitted to the convention’s secretary along with 10% of the convention’s delegate signatures with his/her SD/CU for consideration.  (Official petition forms will be available at the Platform Commission table located on the floor).  

INSTRUCTIONS

1. READ ALL THE RESOLUTIONS AND INSTRUCTIONS!

2. Begin selecting the resolutions you find most important!  You may vote for as many or as few as you like
3. Remember:…by not voting for a specific resolution you are, in fact, voting against it  

4. If one of the resolutions is unclear to you, ask someone in your delegation to explain it to you!  Ask a nurse about healthcare, a teacher about education, or a union member about labor issues.  (Many of these individuals will be wearing shirts, hats, or pins that will identify his/her involvement in these organizations –  they would love to help clarify and educate someone new on their issues!)  The Platform Commission has a table on the floor and they will assist answering any questions.  

5. Sign the ballot with your name.

6. Use the electronic voting ballot by filling in the bubbles
      Remember – This form is not the ballot!

7. Once you have completed your voting, please return the signed ballot to your SD/CU  delegation chair.
8. You may vote for as many resolutions or as few as you wish.  There is no minimum/maximum number.   
Changes to Ongoing Platform

1. Amend the opening paragraph in the Business and Community Development category as follows:  “We believe American business in cooperation with working men and women can create economic prosperity.  We believe the role of government is to encourage and regulate business in order to create economic opportunity for all.”  (Current wording: “We believe American business, properly encouraged and regulated, can bring economic prosperity to all, but if it does not, we believe government should take appropriate actions to bring about that prosperity.”)

2. Amend the Discrimination plank in Civil, Human and Constitutional Rights to read “We Oppose Discrimination against any person on the basis of race, creed, religion, immigration status, sex, sexual or affectational orientation, HIV status, gender identity or expression, marital or homemaker status, disability or age. (Adding gender identity or expression.)

3. Amend the Education plank, “We support a broad curriculum of liberal arts, technology and social issues” to read, “We support a broad curriculum of liberal arts, technology, social issues, vocational, and physical education.”

4. New plank: We support townships and cities’ right to set stricter standards than those required by the state for land use and local development including feedlots, and the right to enact zoning ordinances to protect the health and well-being of their community.  

5. New plank: We support protecting the environmental review process.

Action Agenda: Agriculture and Food

6. Support implementing state and federal incentives and legislation to promote local foods which strengthen local economies, improve nutrition, reduce energy use, promote sustainable agriculture practices (including organic farming), and implement environmental safeguards to protect Minnesota’s water resource.

7. Support adequate financing of the beginning farmer programs.

8. Support reforming the Federal Milk Marketing Order system and restoring competition to the dairy market within the U.S., and support of the Milk Import Tariff Equity Act which will close the trade loophole allowing imported Milk Protein Concentrate (MPC) and milk derivatives.

9. Support family farms and eliminate corporate farm subsidies, suspend all direct and guaranteed loans for the largest feedlots (Concentrated Animal Feeding Operations exceeding 1000 animal units), ban packer ownership of livestock, and maintain the requirement that the largest feedlots must have a federal (National Pollution Discharge Elimination System) permit to protect the public waters of the state and nation.

10. Support a ban on the use of Atrazine in agriculture.

11. Support research and implement practices to rectify problems associated with bee diseases in apiaries and restrict the release of all pesticides that are not bee friendly.

Action Agenda: Business and Community Development

12. Support a “financial assurance” law that requires metallic sulfide mining companies to put money up front to cover the cost of mine closure, clean-up, and reclamation as a damage deposit to Minn. taxpayers.

13. Support funding to make high-speed internet service available to all areas of Minnesota within two years.

14. State of Minnesota should encourage bioscience, green technology, high tech, medical and research businesses to expand and/or locate in our state.

15. State of Minnesota provides financial incentives and tax breaks to revitalize small businesses and create jobs in small towns.

16. At state and federal level, fund the small business loan program to assist small businesses that are willing to hire or retain employees.

Action Agenda: Civil, Human and Constitutional Rights

17. Support efforts to ensure the safety of all Minnesota students and promote healthy, respectful learning environments in Minnesota schools that are free of harassment and violence, including but not limited to actual or perceived race, color, creed, religion, national origin, sex, marital status, disability, socioeconomic status, sexual orientation, gender identity and expression, age and physical characteristics, and association with a person or group with one or more of these perceived characteristics.

18. Adopt the recommendations of the legislative commission to end poverty in Minnesota by 2020.

19. Support inclusion of gender equality in Minnesota Constitution

20. Support legislation to legalize gay marriage in Minnesota

21. Support legislation aimed at joining over a dozen other countries that recognize same sex couple partnership for the purpose of immigration

22. Approve vacating all actions made by Congress in regard to the removal of any and all American Indian people from the land of their origin now known as Minnesota, and allow them to return to their ancestral lands.

23. Support legislation that eliminates the legal status of personhood to corporations in matters of all governing and that prohibits the expenditure of money by corporations, directly or indirectly, meant to affect the outcome of an election.

24. Support appointment of an independent, non-partisan commission to examine and report publicly on torture and cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment in the period since 9/11/01 and hold accountable all U.S. officials who authorized, implemented or failed to prevent the torture or ill-treatment of prisoners.

25. Support the ratification of the resolution by United Nations convention to end all forms of discrimination against women (CEDAW), and passage of the International Violence Against Women Act.

Action Agenda: Consumer Issues

26. All imported foods, manufactured items and pharmaceuticals should be subjected to the same FDA standards that American companies adhere to.

27. Support legislation that cracks down on predatory lending and other mortgage fraud, provides remedies for borrowers to prevent foreclosures, and protects the rights of tenants living in foreclosed properties.

28. Support federal reform of the Toxic Substance Control Act ensuring that the safety of chemicals are tested before they are used in consumer products; chemical manufacturers be required to provide information regarding health effects and environmental impact of their products; and health standards are applied to protect society’s most vulnerable.

29. Support establishment by the Department of Commerce of a clearinghouse for the recording and locating of insurance and investments that have been sold or renamed over the course of their holding.

30. Support legislation separating commercial banking from investment banking, and re-enacting the Glass-Steagall Act (the repealed act that formerly maintained separation of banking functions).

31. Support stronger enforcement of anti-trust laws.

Action Agenda: Education

32. Support increased state investments to help young children prepare for school and lifelong success by offering home visits and parent education to every first time parent, providing free, high quality early learning programs for at-risk pre-school children, implementing a statewide quality rating and improvement system, creating community partnerships to serve children and families, and a cabinet-level position to lead a statewide system of child development and early childhood education. 
33. The state’s investment in public education, including funding special education mandates, align with actual costs for all students to reach proficiency, and dollars to meet those costs be equitably distributed based upon a rational, statewide funding formula--not property taxes.

34. Support quality teaching by requiring that all teachers be licensed through state-established standards, including an alternative licensure route for teachers coming from other professions, with an emphasis on increasing the percentage of teachers of color. 
35. Support legislation to close the achievement gap, including funding for a loan forgiveness program for teachers in the highest needs schools.
36. Support funding of the University of Minnesota and MN State Colleges and Universities (MnSCU) at a minimum of 67% of instructional service costs to include inflation, improvements, and academic access for the purpose of keeping tuitions affordable.

37. Provide increased federal assistance for student aid including reduced interest rates on student loans, increased college tuition tax deductions, increased Pell grants, programs to work off educational debt through public service, and increased funding for Upward Bound, Talent Search and Student Support Services (TRIO) to help disadvantaged and first generation students attend college.

38. Support the Minnesota Dream Act which provides in-state tuition to undocumented immigrant students who have attended high school within the state for at least two years, have graduated from high school or attained the equivalent of high school graduation, have registered and been accepted to a public college or university.

39. Enact a tuition waiver for all federally recognized tribal members seeking an education in any Minnesota college or university.

Action Agenda: Energy

40. Support Minnesota’s focus on renewable energy of wind, solar and bio energy fuels through: financially encouraging businesses that research, develop and manufacture renewable energy products in the state; providing permanent tax credits for renewable energy projects; ensuring fair renewable energy feed-in tariff programs; and developing and construction of energy grids to handle the new energies.

41. Support community based renewable energy development policy that advances a priority for community owned energy with accelerated access to interconnect on the grid, and specifies renewable energy as a priority energy source during times of curtailment.

42. Support state building codes that require clean energy technology, and improved energy efficiency.

Action Agenda: Government Accountability to the Public

43. Endorse adoption of Instant Runoff Voting (also known as Ranked Choice Voting) for state and local elections.

44. The Minnesota DFL opposes any legislation that seeks to weaken the autonomy and/or authority of townships.

45. A nonpartisan redistricting commission be created to redraw districts.

46. Minnesota restricts and limits the Governor's power to unallot.

47. Support amending Minnesota election law to provide Minnesotans the option of voting early.

48. Support vote-by-mail legislation along the lines of the Oregon model.

49. Support legislative efforts to adequately fund, on schedule, our local governments, school districts, infrastructure, programs for the vulnerable, and all legislative mandates.

Action Agenda: Health and Human Services

50. Work to enact a universal, single payer health plan on the federal level and the single payer Minnesota Health Act at the state level.

51. Assure participation of dental care, audiology and hearing aids, alternative medicine, nutritional supplements, chiropractic and chemical dependency in health care.

52. Support full funding for the National Breast Cancer and Cervical Cancer Early Detection Program (SAGE in Minnesota).

53. Mandate minimum safe registered nurse-to-patient standards to protect patients and staff.

54. Provide equitable funding for all Minnesota hospitals in order to protect rural hospitals.

55. Enact legislation to allow individuals, pharmacies, and wholesalers to re-import prescription medications from other industrialized nations.

56. Assure two-month retroactive access to Minnesota Care to the public, including small businesses, farmers, and students.

57. Increase funding for the continuum of services needed for Minnesota’s homeless children and youth, including changes in child welfare, foster care, corrections and mental health systems that ensure all Minnesota’s children and youth have safe, stable homes and the opportunity to thrive in the community.

58. Ban junk food and beverages from vending machines in Minnesota public schools.

59. Increase the tobacco tax by $1.00 per pack and use those funds to support smoking cessation programs.

60. Support government funding of stem cell research.

Action Agenda: Labor and Employment

61. Encourage high-wage job creation be a top legislative priority at both the state and federal level, and passing a short-term jobs bill that includes wage subsidy programs for businesses to hire new workers.
62. Support passage in Congress of the Employee Free Choice Act to ensure that workers who wish to form and join unions have the freedom to do so without the fear of employer retaliation. Oppose all efforts to make it harder for workers to organize, and work to eliminate or abolish the “Right to Work” laws currently in effect in many states. 

63. Maintain funding for federal and state dislocated worker programs and continue extension of unemployment benefits.

64. Support state legislation that prohibits state agencies from contracting with companies that outsource work and job opportunities to other countries, and the removal of any tax credits and / or reductions for companies that “off-shore” their employees.

65. Support the expansion of Minnesota’s current prevailing wage laws (Davis-Bacon Act,) to require all public projects funded by tax dollars from state & local governments pay the prevailing wage to construction, and green manufacturing / installation initiatives workers. Strengthen the application & enforcement of prevailing wage laws & support pre-hire agreements (PLA’s) project labor agreements between contractors, sub contractors, & unions to determine wages & benefits to prevent any work stoppage for the length of the project.

66. Oppose passage of the Columbia, South Korea and Panama Free Trade Agreements and support passage of only those trade deals that set strong and fully-enforceable protections for environmental, labor and food safety standards; protect democratic freedoms; support MN and U.S. jobs and family farms; and provide for dispute resolution processes that are transparent and open to the citizens.

67. Support policies to fund job training programs and long overdue infrastructure projects to create jobs and reduce the unemployment rate by having incentives and wage subsidy programs in place such as the Construction Coalition Jobs bill (SF2078) and the (MEED) Minnesota Employment and Economic Development program to hire new and retrain dislocated workers for jobs that provide similar income levels.

68. Support legislation ensuring that all publicly funded green jobs and training opportunities reach low-income people and people of color, restoring jobs as a way out of poverty. Agencies in charge of public investments meet their women and minority hiring, contracting, and training goals, and that the government is accountable, transparent in its processes, and reporting.

69. Restore the National Labor Relations Act to protect workers rights as was originally intended.


Action Agenda: National Security and International Policy

70. Support the removal of all U.S. troops from Iraq and Afghanistan as soon as safely possible, with a one-year deadline, and support the funding of the reconstruction of Iraq and Afghanistan through the United Nations.

71. Support efforts to hold accountable all U.S. officials, regardless of rank or position, who authorized, implemented, or failed in their duty to prevent the torture and ill treatment of prisoners in the period since September 11, 2001.

72. No member of a state National Guard shall be required to serve more than two one-year foreign based tours of duty during their military service.

73. Oppose the use of National Guard for overseas duty without a declaration of war.

74. Cease funding the School of the Americas and order the U.S. military to end the training of foreign mercenaries.

Action Agenda: Natural Resources and the Environment

75. Support enforcement of the Clean Air, Water, and Clean Drinking Water Acts and passage of legislation to restore the historic Clean Water Act protections.

76. Support increased funding and research to fight the spread of invasive species.

77. Oppose new mining operations in the North East Minnesota on the edge of Superior National Forest.

78. Minnesota will consider the risks to our water from non-ferrous mining and that the state’s financial assurance regulations will be strengthened to ensure mining companies fulfill their obligations to fund mine clean-up activities, even in the event of bankruptcy or other unforeseen events.

79. Oppose attempts by the oil industry and other special interest groups to open the Alaskan Arctic National Wildlife Refuge (ANWR) and other fragile natural environments to destructive oil and gas exploration.

80. Provide resources to promote renewable energy in an effort to address global warming and reduce greenhouse gases, including signing the Kyoto treaty and promote policies that are designed to stabilize atmospheric concentrations of carbon dioxide at no more than 350 parts per million.

81. Support a recyclable container law for Minnesota.

82. Adopt California’s automobile emission requirements (MN Clean Car Act).

83. Support increasing penalties for ATV riders who violate laws designed to protect our woods and wildlife from damage, and insist that the DNR use its recreational vehicle accounts to enforce these regulations.

84. Support sustainable enterprises that improve environmental quality and provide long-term, high quality jobs, including supporting research into green energy and expanding the definition of green energy to include hydroelectricity and geothermal powers.

85. Support reduction strategies to minimize and eliminate pharmaceutical disposal to the sanitary sewers or landfills.

86. Support following Montana adoption of International Plumbing Code, which will allow use of grey water from showers and laundry to be used in toilet flushing and underground irrigation.

Action Agenda: Public Safety and Crime Prevention

87. Provide adequate funding for the judicial branch, the Board of Public Defenders, and the Court Administration in the state of Minnesota.

88. Support closing the gun show loophole and require background checks for all purchases of firearms.

89. Oppose a pre-emptive self-defense law (“Shoot First”) that would allow individuals to shoot to kill with legal impunity as a first resort, wherever and whenever they believe they are threatened, even when a safe retreat is available.

90. Support a balanced approach to stopping sexual violence by investing state dollars in primary prevention services to stop sexual violence before it happens.

Action Agenda: Retirement Security

91. Promote and support “Aging in Place,” so that MN seniors who can and want to remain in their homes can do so and that the MN legislature and Board on Aging increase awareness of these programs.

92. Resolve that legislation be enacted to fund Pension Benefit Guarantee Corporation, so that any worker with terminated pension benefits turned over to the Pension Benefits Guarantee Corporation shall become eligible for a lost income credit equal to the amount of their monthly pension reduction.

93. Lift income cap on Social Security taxes.

94. That Congress stop using Social Security funds for general budget and use the funds only to pay Social Security benefits and pay back funds previously borrowed.

Action Agenda: Tax and Budget Policy

95. Reinstate Political Contribution Refund. 

96. Minnesota adopt a progressive tax method that reflects the intent of financing state government with increased income taxes where the largest annual income earners pay at least the same percentage of their income as the middle class taxpayers in order to save vital public services that Minnesotans want and need.

97. Return to the sound fiscal and taxation policies in existence prior to the year 2000 by repealing tax cuts.

98. Support tax breaks for businesses and individuals who invest and promote  green, sustainable and renewable energy systems.

99. Replace the property tax as the basis for preschool and K-12 educational finance with statewide progressive personal income and corporate profits taxes.

100. Revise corporate tax laws to eliminate tax breaks that reward off-shoring; give tax incentives to companies that keep jobs in the U.S.

101. That the State of Minnesota not collects income taxes on unemployment benefits.

102. Reinstate LGA at 2000 levels.

103. The budget will not be balanced by cuts to support services for vulnerable or disabled citizens.

Action Agenda: Transportation

104. The DFL Party supports a statewide and local Complete Streets Policy to ensure that roads are planned and designed to consider safety and access to all users.

105. Expand high-speed passenger rail by using existing corridors and rail lines and expand light rail to the suburbs.

Action Agenda: Veterans Affairs

106. State and local government to provide programs to assist returning veterans seeking employment.

107. Use competitive rates for paying providers in Minnesota providing counseling services to military veterans and their families via the Minnesota Department of Veterans Affairs CORE program to consider the provider’s credentials and level of licensure.

108. Tri Care health care plan for retired military personnel also be available to active duty and military veterans.

109. Give Hmong veterans who served as U.S. allies in the Vietnam War and settled in Minnesota the right to a burial with military honors at Fort Snelling National Cemetery.

110. Provide new GI Bill of Rights for veterans to cover post-secondary tuition and housing allowance.

111. Establish parity to provide equal benefits to National Guard and Reserve military personnel equal to that provided to active duty military for the National Guard and Reserve that were deployed in Federal Service.

112. Priority for state funding of care for elderly or disabled veterans should be home based services rather than institutionalized services.


